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     UPCOMING DATES  

From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,   

I have some wonderful news to share with you all. The School, teachers and students have all been working hard on 
striving for excellence this year. The main focus of improvement has been reading. We are pleased to report that 85% of 
our students in year 5 experienced medium to high growth over the last 2 years as shown in our NAPLAN tests. 25% of 
these students had high growth. We had our largest number of students in the top 2 bands of NAPLAN, showing that 
these students are working above the expected standard. 

I will be sharing some of these results at our School Council on Tuesday 18th September at 6pm. 

We have had a number of special events happening in the last fortnight as you can see on Facebook. We have had a 
number of our students represent the school as leaders for the MAV Games Day, Divisional Sports, Playing Rugby at 
halftime at AAMI Park, Kids Teaching Kids and the Imagine Exhibition 2018. I am very proud of our students and their 
achievements. I am also very grateful to our passionate and committed staff who spend many hours preparing and 
attending these events. My son was also participating in the Divisional Athletics. That night, our dinner  conversation was 
not of his or his school’s achievement but was of praise for “Team Derrimut”. My partner and my son were very           
impressed by the behaviour, talent and kindness of all the students from Derrimut. I felt very chuffed! 

Lina, Jen and I have started planning for 2019 to ensure we have a seamless transition to the new year. We will be      
reviewing our budgets and programs to ensure all of our resources are directed towards improving student learning and 
creating safe and productive learning environments. During our review earlier this year, we received a lot of feedback 
from families and students about the work we are doing. One common theme that arose was that students felt their 
learning experiences were often repeated when they moved into the older year level of the multi-age classroom. Our 
students also commented on not really knowing all the children in their year levels. In 2019, Derrimut PS will be             
operating with straight year levels. This means home-groups will be formed from one year level rather than a mix of two 
year levels e.g, Year 1, rather than Year 1/2. This will allow our teachers to go deeply into the set curriculum and ensure 
learning is extended each year. We will continue to use student data to ensure each student is taught at their point of 
need to extend each individual child in their learning. Our teachers are looking forward to working within this structure 
and we look forward to seeing all the kids from each year level getting to know each other and forming close                 
relationships with the peers across their time at Derrimut PS. To start this work we will be running a step-up program 
throughout Term 4 where student will work with their year level peers on a    
special project.  

As this is the last newsletter of the term, I wish to congratulate all of our        
students on a fabulous term of learning and you all a wonderful break so our 
students can rest up and enjoy an exciting Term 4. 

 

  

The official newsletter of  

Derrimut Primary School 
Friday 14th September 2018 

September 2018 

 Mon 17th: Curriculum Day—No school for students  

 Fri 21st: Last day of Term 3—Students finish at 2:15pm  

October  2018 

 Mon 8th: First Day of Term 4  

 Thurs 18th: School Tours: 9am, 10am  (FINAL TOUR 

DATE) 
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CHANGES TO STUDENT REPORTS 

We would like to thank all of the 
families who provided feedback on 
Student Reports at DPS. We have 
reviewed all the feedback to ensure 
we are providing accurate feedback 
that is personalised for each child, 
in a way that is valued and             
important to you all.  

We found that the most valued 
parts of the report were the          
personal comments about your 
child, which told the story of your 
child's progress socially,               
emotionally, and academically over 
the semester. We also heard that 
there was a need to make them 
easier to understand. 

From this information, we have    
developed a new layout for          
reporting, which will mean that    
Student Reports will look a little 
different to what you have received 
in the past. We will continue to     
update you over the next term so 
that you know what to expect      
before they come home in Week 11 
of Term 4.  

We appreciate your ongoing       
feedback and collaboration with us 
in ensuring we are promoting a   
culture of excellence in all that we 
do. 

 

Thank You 

A BIG thank you to all of our      

wonderful parent helpers and       

volunteers, who have helped out in 

many different ways throughout 

this term. Thank you from all the 

staff at DPS!  

 

2019 Enrolments 

We are getting ready to begin our 
transition to school program for 
2019 prep students. If you know of 
a child who is planning to attend 
Derrimut PS in 2019, please remind 
their families that enrolments are 
needed to ensure the transition 
process runs smoothly.  

If you have a child at home who 
is starting school next year, 
please return your completed 
enrolment forms to the office 
next week.  
 
2019 Camp 
   
In 2019, as part of our Whole 
School Camp Program, our year 
6 students will be travelling to 
our nation’s capital, Canberra, 
for a 5 day study tour. A deposit 
of $100.00 is due by Friday 14th 
September. Payment plan       
options are also available, once 
the deposit numbers have been 
confirmed. (**Please note: 
costing is based on 40 students 
attending. Total Amount for the 
Study Tour is $650.00). 
This total includes transport, 
food, accommodation, and     
entry to all venues such as 
Questacon, War Memorial,         
Parliament House, Royal             
Australian Mint and National 
Gallery of Australia just to name 
a few. 
Information about the study 
tour was handed out to all      
current year 5 students as well 
as 2 information sessions. If you 
would like any further              
information regarding the tour, 
please contact the school.  

 

SCHOOL CROSSING 

The school crossing will not be 

supervised on Friday 21st       

September 2018 (the last day of 

Term 3), as school will finish at 

2:15pm. Please take extra care 

whilst crossing the road and    

driving in surrounding streets. 

Around the School 
 

1/2 Purple 2 have been exploring 
water and where the water we use 
comes from. We had a special     
visitor from the CERES Community 
Environmental Park who taught us 
all about salt and fresh water, 
where we get out water from and 
water saving tips. Here are some 
photos from the fun filled water 
cycle role play we did to help us 
better understand how water 
moves around and gets to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1/2 Purple 1 we have been      
learning all about capacity. We     
began by comparing two containers 
and  predicting which container had 
the smaller or larger capacity. We 
were surprised to find out that the 
length and height of a container 
does not always mean it has the 
largest    capacity. 

LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

FRIDAY 21st            

SEPTEMBER  

STUDENTS FINISH AT 

2:15pm  
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Second Hand Uniform  

We have quite a lot of second 

hand uniform items in sizes 4 and 

6. If you would like to see what we 

have in stock, please come to the 

office and ask to see our items in 

the second hand uniform shop. 

Items are sold for $5.00 each. Cash 

payments only.  

If your child has grown out of their 

uniform, please consider donating 

it to the school. Your generosity is 

greatly appreciated. Thank you!  

 
Transition   

 
 

Last Wednesday night (September 
5th) we hosted our first Year 6-7 
transition evening for current 
Year4’s and 5’s. We had   Principals 
come from Victoria University   
Secondary College,   Sunshine   
College and Marian College come 
and speak to our families about 
their schools. It was fabulous to 
see so many parents and carers 
attend the information session.  
 

What are Year 6 to 7  transitions? 

A successful transition from        
primary to secondary school       
involves a student being able to 
move seamlessly to their new 
setting. Transition from primary to          
secondary school is not a point-in-
time event, but rather an           
experience that can extend         
beyond the last two years of       
primary school and first two years 
of secondary school. 

Why is a smooth transition is         
important? 

Moving from primary to secondary 
school is an important step in the 
next stage of a child’s education. 
This happens alongside the           
transition from childhood to       
adolescence and includes many 
changes - both physically and     
emotionally. A well-planned and 
coordinated approach to            
transitioning students from         
primary to secondary school over 
this extended period can make a 
significant difference to a student’s 
achievement, engagement and 
wellbeing outcomes. 
 

At Derrimut Primary School we 
work closely alongside our local 
secondary schools to ensure that 
the transition for every child from 
our school to a secondary setting is 
as supported and seamless as     
possible.  
 

We thank all those that attended 
and look forward to holding a     
similar information evening early 
2019. 

 
 
 

 

Daily Timetable 

8:50am—9am Students enter community  

9am—11am Learning Time 

11am—11:30am Recess 

11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time 

1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating 

1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time 

2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time 

Breakfast Club 

Come along to our FREE    

Breakfast Club! 

Every Wednesday at 

8:15am—8:45am in the 

Design Space. 

Second Hand Uniform  

Second hand uniform is sold 

for $5 per item. Please see the 

office to purchase. Cash only. 

Uniform Shop   

Wednesday mornings at DPS 

8:30am—10:30am 

Borrowing Books 

The Resource Centre is open 

for book borrowing after 

school on: 

Monday 3:15pm—3:30pm 

Thursday 3:15pm—3:30pm 

Resource Centre  

Book Club orders are now closed 

for this term. Orders will be       

available again next term.  

The Premier’s Reading Challenge 

is in its completion stage.  Could 

you kindly update your child’s 

reading status to ‘Finished’ so that 

their readings can be verified.   

 

Attendance Text Messages  

At DPS, parents who have not     

notified us of their child’s           

absence will receive a text         

message at 11:40am. 

To explain your child’s absence, 

please reply to the text message 

with a reason for why your child is 

away. For example, simply send 

back - illness or medical               

appointment, dentist, religious etc.  

If you receive a text message for 

more than one of your children, 

please reply to both text             

messages. This will ensure the     

system applies the reason to all 

children, not just one child.  

If you have any queries about the 

new attendance text messages, or 

would like to update your phone 

numbers, please call the office on 

8361 1000.  
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