The official newsletter of

Derrimut Primary School
Issue 5: Friday 29th March 2019
Our Vision: Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'.
We are an inclusive and collaborative community of thinkers and learners.
We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be.
Our Values: RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE
UPCOMING DATES
April

May



Mon 1st: Year 3-6 House Athletics



Mon1st: Interschool Cross Country



Tues 2nd: Year 3-6 Cross Country



Fri 3rd: Showcase 2:30pm in the Gym





Fri 5th: Last Day of Term 1—Students finish at 2:15pm 
and PYJAMA DAY (all students can wear their PJ’s to

school)

Mon 22nd: Easter Monday—Public Holiday



Tues 23rd: First Day of Term 2



Fri 17th: Year 3—6 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym



Thurs 25th: ANZAC Day—Public Holiday



Mon 20th: School Photos



Fri 24th: P-2 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym

Wed 8th: Mothers Day Stall
Fri 10th: P—2 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym
Mon 13th—Fri 17th: Year 6 Canberra Camp and Year 3
& 5 NAPLAN WEEK

From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,
I am pleased to report that our Annual Report for 2018 was endorsed by School Council. I am proud that our school
showed that we are ‘similar’ or ‘higher’ than similar schools across the state. This is the direct result of the hard
work of our teachers and students to improve the outcomes for all Derrimut Primary students.
During our recent School Council meeting we elected the following members to the following positions:


Tony: School Council President



Thilini: Vice President



Zed: Treasurer



Kerriann: Assistant Treasurer

We also co-opted Shea Quirk from the YMCA to our School Council. We are hoping to strengthen our partnership
between our YMCA and our school to make Derrimut a stronger community.
We still have one open vacancy and if this of interest to you, please call or come and see me to see if this suits you.
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Thank to everyone who donated a gold coin to our Easter Raffle. Since then, Katie has been busy organising our
new and improved ‘Easter Hampers’. First Prize includes a $100 Coles/Myer voucher and many, many Easter treats.
Second and Third Prize both include a $50 Coles/Myer voucher. I know these will be appreciated by the lucky winners. Please make sure you buy your tickets, with additional tickets available from the office. All money raised from
the hampers goes towards buying the books on the wish lists that our students have created.
On Fundraising, the main fundraisers for this year will be targeted to the following:


High quality literature for our students led by School Fundraisers



Line marking decided on by the students, led by Junior School Council



Year 6 market days for graduation led by our Year 6 leaders

Our term 1 curriculum day facilitated by Terri Campbell and Mardi Gorman focused on teaching high quality
reading and writing lessons. Our teachers are implementing this in classrooms, focussing on verbs and noun groups
and ensuring they are selecting a range of vocabulary to explain their meaning. I read some wonderful writing
about the waddling dance of penguins, the sand coloured maple floor and the crimson explosions of fire lighting
the night sky like fireworks. Reading for our students is so important to build this use of vocabulary. Please make
sure your children are reading their readers every night and working to Year 5 and 6 where they should be reading
for 30 minutes per night.
On the last Friday of term, a special friend of ours with the initials E.B. will be visiting the students. Please let your
classroom teacher know if your child is unable to eat a chocolate treat, so another little treat can be organised.
Please be at our final Term 1 Showcase. I hear he is making a guest appearance to draw the raffle.
Camp, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A
special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.


The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary school students.



CSEF application forms are available at the office.

2019 Term Dates
On the last day of Term 1,2 and 3 students finish at 2:15pm
On the last day of term 4 students finish at 1pm
TERM 2: Tuesday 23rd April 2019—Friday 28th June 2019
TERM 3: Monday 15th July 2019—Friday 20th September 2019
TERM 4: Monday 7th October 2019—Friday 20th December 2019
Daily Timetable
8:50am—9am Students enter community
9am—11am Learning Time
11am—11:30am Recess
11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time
1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating
1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time

Breakfast Club

Second Hand Uniform

Borrowing Books

Come along to our FREE
Breakfast Club!

Second hand uniform is sold
for $5 per item. Please see the
office to purchase. Cash only.

The Resource Centre is open
for student borrowing on:

Every Thursday at
8:15am—8:45am in the
Design Space.

2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time
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Uniform Shop

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm
Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm

Wednesday mornings at DPS
8:30am—10:30am
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From our School Council President,
Tony Malloy

Year 6-7 Transition - Primary to
Secondary School Applications

Welcome to the new school council
year.

Transition materials for 2019-2020
enrolments into secondary school
will be available to families and sent
home late in April 2019.

At the first meeting of this new
school council, Jo guided us through
the Annual Report for 2018, which
is available to read on our website.
The performance summary, which
grades our school based on like
schools, reflects the outstanding
work of our teachers. There was
significant improvement across
almost all areas of the report, from
Naplan, reading and writing results
to the reduction of school absences.
In 2019 senior leaders at our school
have
committed
to
further
increases in growth for our
children. An emphasis on respect
and concentrating on crucial
literacy skills is laying the
foundation for this growth. This
successful approach will soon be
extended to numeracy where
programs are already being
developed and trialled. I'm sure you
too have noticed this return to
ensuring the fundamentals are
being taught well and consistently
across the school.
I want to take this opportunity to
welcome the new members who
have recently joined school council;
Tim, Zed, Kerriann and Shea are
now helping Jo and her staff guide
the direction of our school.
Our council still has 1 vacancy. If
you'd like to become involved in
helping the school become a place
for our children to grow and thrive
please feel free to contact Jo, we'd
love to welcome you aboard.

SCHOOL
PHOTOS

If you wish for any further
information please do not hesitate
to ask your child’s home group
teacher or alternatively you can
seek advice from the following
Victorian Education website https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
parents/needs/Pages/
supportstudents.aspx

Book Club Orders
Book club orders have closed for
this term and will re-open next
term.
Thank you for supporting our book
club program!

Thank you
Thank you to all our parent helpers
who donated their time throughout
Term 1. We value the time you put
into supporting our staff, students
and the community.
If you are interested in becoming a
parent helper, there are a number
of ways to support us throughout
Term 2:


Mothers Day Stall



Reading with students



Attending Excursions



Assisting Braydan in the
Kitchen/Garden Program



Assisting Nooraini in the
Resource Centre

Premiers Reading Challenge
The Premier’s Reading Challenge
(PRC) has begun again for 2019.
This is a great way for students to
challenge themselves and show
their love of reading. It is not an
expectation
that
students
participate, however we highly
recommend that students have a go
at this challenge.
Students are expected to keep a
record of the books they are
reading.
Books
from
the
challenge list can be found online at
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc.
Once students have been enrolled,
they have until Wednesday 6th
September 2019 to read their
books and for all data to be
entered.
In November, students who have
completed the challenge will be
issued with a certificate. The
Achievers Honour Roll will be
published on-line in November.
Consent forms have been sent
home to all students. If your child is
interested in joining the challenge,
please sign the form and return it to
the office asap.
The Resource Centre is open on
Mondays and Thursdays from
3:15pm-3:30pm for borrowing.
Students can also borrow PRC
books from their classroom
libraries.
These books are
identifiable by the PRC labels on
their spine.

Please call us on 8361 1000 or come
and see us if you are interested in
any of the above.

Monday 20th
May 2019
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LAST DAY OF
TERM 1

Parent Information Night
This year, we held parent
information evenings as a chance
for you to hear about the year
ahead and meet your child's
home-group teacher.

Friday 5th
April 2019

We would love your feedback on
ways to improve this event in future
years. Please take a moment to
grab a coffee and a biscuit and fill in
our 3 questions survey using the
link below.

Students
Finish at

2:15pm
Upcoming Election
Our school will be a voting center
for the upcoming federal election
(on a Saturday, which will be
confirmed shortly). However our
school will not be used as an early
voting center, please refer to the
VEC website for early voting
locations.
School Payments
Whenever you are sending money
to school, please send it in a sealed
envelope or zip lock bag with your
child’s full name, teachers name
and the amount clearly marked on
it.
Without this information it is very
difficult for the teacher and office to
manage, when combined with
other students payments.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfSbtWtUjUIPFlsc1RaRnuxc_7AdQhACFAKRlH
hkmTxEQKug/viewform?
fbclid=IwAR2V2BSp697cQ6mxy4ch4
vRL0dS9OdUsD7FSX0ePBKNsNDDp7
umgp6DsULY

ASSEMBLY & SHOWCASE
SCHEDULE
Location: School Gym
Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm
You’re invited to come along to
our Assemblies and Showcases
below.
TERM 2
P-2 Assembly:
10th May 2019—1D Shirin and 1F
Kathy
24th May 2019—2B Danielle and 2A
Sonia
7th June 2019—2D Tristan and 2E
Kayla
Year 3-6 Assembly:

Students with Allergies
Every year the Department of
Education requires that the parents
of primary school children, who
have been diagnosed with an
allergic reaction, provide the school
with an ACTION PLAN for ALLERGIC
REACTIONS.

17th May 2019—3B Katie and 3D
Tammy
31st May 2019—4D Sarah P and 4B
Bessie
14th June 2019— 5C Marian and 5B
Kaelynne
Showcase—Whole School
3rd May 2019

Reminder letters were sent home to
all students who have allergic
reactions last Friday, to obtain an
updated plan from the health
practitioner.
If your child no longer requires an
Action Plan for Allergic Reactions,
please sign the reminder letter and
return it to the office, or contact us
on 8361 1000.

21st June 2019

Semper Dental
Dental reports were sent home last
week with all students who were
seen by a dentist at school.

Please
note:
Students
with
Anaphylaxis are not required to
provide us with an Action Plan for
Allergic
Reactions,
as
this
information is stated on the Action
Plan for Anaphylaxis.
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Supervision Policy – Parents and Students
Derrimut Primary School understands it holds a high standard of care in relation to students at school. Appropriate,
well-organised and responsive supervision of students during class time, recess and lunch is an important aspect of
keeping students safe at school. It also enables staff to identify and respond to possible risks at school as they arise.
All teaching staff participate in Derrimut Primary School’s active yard supervision roster and school supervision
requirements, and follow clear procedures for responding to accidents or incidents in the playground and learning
areas.
School staff are rostered on for active yard supervision before school, recess, lunch and after school. School
grounds are supervised before school at 8:45am, at the front of the school, the Agora and the Oval/Basketball
Courts. After school, staff supervise the front of the school, the Agora and the Oval/Basketball Courts until 3:30pm.
Students on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised. Parents and carers should not allow their
children to attend Derrimut Primary School outside of these hours. Families are encouraged to contact Derrimut
YMCA on (03) 8371 0500, or refer to http://www.childrensprograms.ymca.org.au/school-care.html for more
information about the before and after school care facilities available to our school community.
If a student arrives at school before supervision commences at the beginning of the day, the principal or nominee
staff member will, as soon as practicable, follow up with the parent/carer to:


advise of the supervision arrangements before school



request that the parent/ carer make alternate arrangements

If a student is not collected before supervision finishes at the end of the day, the administrative staff, principal or
nominee staff member will consider whether it is appropriate to:


attempt to contact the parents/carers



attempt to contact the emergency contacts



place the student in an out of school hours care program (if available)



contact Victoria Police and/or the Department of Health and Human Services (Child Protection) to arrange
for the supervision, care and protection of the student

School staff, parents and students are encouraged to speak to our principal, Joanna Stanford, if you have any
concerns about potential risks at our school, or our duty of care obligations.
Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s 4 year review cycle.
This policy was last ratified by School Council in 2019 and will be reviewed in 2023.
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