Derrimut Primary School Newsletter
Upcoming Dates:

Term 1
28 January - 1 April - School ﬁnishes at 2:15pm

June
●
●

●

2021 Term Dates:

14th June Queen’s Birthday Public
Holiday
23rd June - Student Family
Conferences (Students not required
at school, but required to attend
webex from home)
25th June: Last day of term 2 - School
ﬁnishes at 2:15pm

Term 2
19 April - 25 June - School ﬁnishes at 2:15pm
Term 3
12 July - 17 September - School ﬁnishes at 2:15pm
Term 4
4 October - 17 December - School ﬁnishes at 1:00pm

Spotlight on Reading
This edition celebrates our
children’s Reading growth
during our recent testing.
It spotlights what we are doing
as a school and how you can
support your child to be a
passionate reader and the very
best that they can be.
Please see your child’s teacher
for more information about your
child’s reading progress and
support at home and at school

Term Focus on Reading Growth
In the last few weeks, our staﬀ have been completing Fountas and Pinnell Reading assessments. This
allows us to deeply understand every child as a reader, the strategies they use to read and understand the
text, in addition to the growth they had had since last year.
We have used this information to carefully group every child into a reading group. Over the next 5 weeks,
we had 1-4 additional teachers working in every year level to ensure our students are supported to
improve their reading. Some children who are are below expected level or had low growth, will read with
a ‘reading tutor’ multiple times in a week. If this is your child, you will receive a letter from the tutor in the
coming days outlining the support they will be getting.
As we have more teachers working in each year level during reading time, all children
will additional support in reading. Our teachers will provide more reading groups and
more targeted support. This decision was made as we knew that many children did not
make the reading progress they normally would make in 2020 due to COVID. We are so
looking forward to seeing the growth of our children in reading this term.

Reading Tutors
Children who have been selected to be a part of the tutoring program will
receive approximately 3 sessions of an intensive reading program each
week.
Gaye, Helen, Marian and Steph, are highly skilled teachers of reading, and
are our reading tutors for this term. They have programmed for the students
on this program to have strong reading support.
To ensure this is successful, students must complete home reading every
night. Please ensure you are reading the readers they bring home together.
Students who do not regularly attend school and have high absenteeism will
not be eligible for this support. This is because this interrupts the pace of
their learning and they will not be able to maintain the growth of the peers in
their group.

Reading at school and at Home
You can support your child’s reading development by ensuring
if your child is well that they attend school every day and are
not late, read the books sent home every night, access our
online reading resources and having a positive attitude at
home to your child reading every night for 15-30 minutes.
There is much research that encourage us to read to our
children every night. This research shows that reading and
academic development skyrockets for those students who are
read to daily.
We will be posting many ways in which you can read to and with
your child on our Facebook site over the next few weeks.

Reading at Home
Reading at home is a really special time that you can spent with your child
Reading with your child [either taking turns or together]. Reading to your child. Or the reading could be done by the child,
where the child reads independently [aloud or silently].
Also, there is great value in a child reading the same book on a number of occasions- it may be a favourite book or a book
the child can read independently. Learning to read is not a race to tick off as many different books as possible.
The following points may be helpful: The 3 Ps: Pause, Prompt & Praise
Pause: Give your child time to: Think of & try a suitable word; Identify & self-correct errors in their reading.

Prompt: Provide suggestions on where to find help [picture, initial sound, reread etc). Ask:
·
·
·
·

Does the picture help?
What would make sense?
What does it look like?
What does it start with?

Praise:
·
·
·

Any efforts and attempts made
Offer encouragement to try again
Always be positive

Reading at Home
Please always ask your child about their reading goal.. What are they working on improving
on at school. If you are unsure, please contact your child’s teacher for assistance. Some
ideas can be:
Before Reading:
·
Read the title
·
Predict what the book might be about
·
Picture Chat. Link the story to familiar events/people.
During reading:
·
Ask your child to read the book to you
·
Use Pause, Praise, Prompt technique to assist.
After reading:
·
Talk about the book
·
What happened?
·
Characters
·
What you liked/disliked etc

Book of the Week
Storybox Library - Book of the Week
Danielle, has been busy posting her book of the week on
Compass.
This book is carefully chosen by Danielle for a number of
reasons. It may relate the a celebration or event, reﬂect
learning at school or even just be a wonderful read for our
children and your family,
It easy to access, just scan the QR code to enjoy this story as
a family and you might like to complete the accompanying
activity time.
Username - derrimut
Password - 2020

Classroom Libraries
Every classroom is equipped with a
well-stocked library. These include picture
story books, non-ﬁction books, magazines,
well loved series, as well as books from our
childrens’ favourite authors, such as Mo
Willems, Aaron Blabey, Andy Lee, Ahn Do.
These libraries have been co-created with the
students to reﬂect their reading interests and
abilities.
Throughout this term, teachers are creating a
buzz around new books with book
recommendations to help widen the range of
interest for our students and expose them to
books they may not have read before

Premiers Reading Challenge
This year we have the most students in the history of our school completing the
Premiers Reading Challenge. Please remember to keep entering the books that
your child reads, and the the very important “FINISH” button. You can enter the
books your child may bring home from the classroom library, books from home,
or books you borrow from other libraries. We are so excited to see when our
students finish the challenges.

The VPRC icon on our student’s ipad.
It is grey in colour. This will make it easy
for students to record their books. They
just need to click on the icon and this
will bring them to the log in page.
Students should log in using their VPRC
details

Staﬀ Welcomes
We are pleased to introduce the following staﬀ to
you
Daniel is teaching 4C in our Year 4 team, and Prue
is teaching 5D in our Year 5 team. I know you will
join my in welcoming him to our team. If you child
is in their class, both teachers can be contacted via
Compass or the school email
We would also like to introduce our new
Educational Support Staﬀ to you. Dijana and Maria
are working with our students across the school
who require additional support.

