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UPCOMING DATES 

From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,  

I have just had the pleasure of reading your child’s report that will be sent home on Monday, 24th June. I loved 
reading about their learning journey and progression throughout the first semester. Our teachers have spent      
considerable time getting to know your child and their learning preferences, planning lessons to target their point 
of need, and assessing the growth of your child across the curriculum. In recent weeks, they have spent many hours 
at work and at home summarising your child’s learning and achievements into the report that you will receive. 
 

I have included some information on how to read your child’s report and see their growth over the last 12 months. 
The amount of space between the white and black dots indicates the amount of growth your child has experienced 
since June last year based on assessment against the levels of the Victorian Curriculum. On average, children show 
12 months growth across a 12 month period, however, due to timing of certain units of work, the developmental 
nature of learning and individual differences this is not always the case. Sometimes your child has more than 12 
months growth as they achieve standards at a higher level. This is a wonderful achievement.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

The official newsletter of  

Derrimut Primary School 
Issue 9: Friday 14th June 2019 

June  

 Fri 14th: Year 3—6 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym 

 Fri 21st: Whole School Showcase 2:30pm in the gym 

 Mon 24th: Student reports go home  

 Tues 25th: Parent/Teacher Interviews (student’s 

attend interview time only) 

 Fri 28th: Last day of Term 2—Students finish at 2:15pm 

 

July 

 Mon 15th:  First Day of Term 3  

 Thurs 18th:  2020 Prep School Tour, 9:15am  

 

Our Vision: Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'. 

We are an inclusive and collaborative community of thinkers and learners. 

We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be. 

Our Values: RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE 
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You will notice that we have included information about your child’s attendance if they have been absent for 7 or 

more days this year. This is the figure the Department of Education considers ‘at risk’. Sometimes, illness,             

bereavement, a family/religious/cultural holiday may mean your child is absent from school. At all other times, we 

encourage your child to attend as absences of more than 10 days a semester is the equivalent of 1 month or more 

of learning across the school year. This can equate to months or terms of learning missed over seven years. I        

congratulate everyone who has come to school every day that they have been healthy and well. At our                  

parent-teacher interviews, our teachers will speak to you about absences and will ask you about any unexplained 

absences so that we can code this appropriately in our system. This is a Department of Education requirement.  

The parent-teacher interviews are in two weeks, so please remember to book a time in with your child’s teacher. 

On this day, your child is not required at school, but is required to attend the interview with you to share their 

learning progress and goals with you. This is also a time to ask any questions you may have about your child’s      

progress or report. Due to Monica’s absence, her interviews will be held in Term 3.  

Our Year 4 campers have had a wonderful time at Lake Dewar. I am sure you have seen many photos of their    

wonderful experience on Facebook. Thank you to our teachers Sarah, Bessie, Ashlie, Jen, Jade, Dave and Nathan 

who spent time away from their families to make the camp a wonderful success. 

It was wonderful to meet with many parents at our Year 3 camp information night. Our camp program is a        

wonderful opportunity for your child to strengthen friendships, develop new friends, experience new activities, 

take calculated and supported risks and spend a short time away from families to build independence over the 4 

years of our camping program. I have always found that my own children developed more independence       

throughout their school camping experiences. Please remember if you are eligible for CSEF and have funds         

available, this can be used for camp. 

Some of you may have noticed some beautiful new drums in the front office. This is part of a 
new Year 6 leadership program. Our Year 6 students will have one hour of drumming lessons 
as a part of their music and leadership program for the next two terms. This has been paid for 
by the school and therefore will be free of charge to the students.  

We will then see their wonderful performances at our Showcases, Year 6 Graduation and the 
Whole School Picnic. We are all very excited about this new program to our school. I hope you 
are as excited as me to see them performing. Thank you to our School Council for supporting 
this wonderful new initiative.  

 

Daily Timetable 

8:50am—9am Students enter community  

9am—11am Learning Time 

11am—11:30am Recess 

11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time 

1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating 

1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time 

2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time 

Breakfast Club 

Come along to our FREE    

Breakfast Club! 

Every Tuesday and        

Thursday at 8:15am—

8:45am in the Design 

Space. 

Second Hand Uniform  

Second hand uniform is sold 

for $5 per item. Please see the 

office to purchase. Cash only. 

Uniform Shop   

Wednesday mornings at DPS 

8:30am—10:30am 

Borrowing Books 

The Resource Centre is open 

for student borrowing on: 

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm 

Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm 

 

2019 Term Dates   

On the last day of Term 1,2 and 3 students finish at 2:15pm  

On the last day of Term 4 students finish at 1pm  

TERM 2: Tuesday 23rd April 2019—Friday 28th June 2019 

TERM 3: Monday 15th July 2019—Friday 20th September 2019   

TERM 4: Monday 7th October 2019—Friday 20th December 2019 
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Attendance Text Messages  

The Victorian Department of      

Education and Training has                

introduced legislation making it 

mandatory for all state Primary 

and Secondary schools to have a 

same day student absence          

notification system in place by mid 

July 2018.  

At DPS, parents who have not     

notified us of their child’s           

absence will receive a text         

message at 11:40am. 

To explain your child’s absence, 

please reply to the text message 

with a reason for why your child is 

away. For example, simply send 

back - illness or medical               

appointment, dentist, religious etc.  

If you receive a text message for 

more than one of your children, 

please reply to both text messages. 

This will ensure the system applies 

the reason to all children, not just 

one child.  

If you have any queries about the 

new attendance text messages, or 

would like to update your phone 

numbers, please call the office on 

8361 1000.  

 

 

 

 

2020 Prep Enrolments 

 If you have a child starting prep in 
2020, enrolment forms are now 
available at the office. Please let 
families of kinder students know 
that forms are available.  

2020 Prep School Tours: 
Please assemble at the school office, 
10 minutes prior to the start time. 
Children are welcome. 
Thursday 18th July 2019 - 9:15am  
Thursday 8th August 2019 - 9:15am  
Thursday 12th September 2019 - 
9:15am 
 

Find My School  

The Department of Education        
and Training has released a          
new website that helps parents 
identify their local public school 
online. Findmyschool.vic.gov.au 
launched on 24th April and shows 
every school zone across the state. 
The new website identifies your 
local school and highlights the 
choice of public schools available to 
the Victorian community. 

If your child is preparing to enter 
Year 7 and you want to know      
more about the public secondary 
school options in our area, or       
you know someone who is            
interested in enrolling at our 
school, try findmyschool.vic.gov.au. 
If you have a question about the 
website, contact the Victorian 
School building Authority Hotline 
on 1800 896 950 or 
email vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Swimming  

The deposit of $70.00 for our 
Prep—Year 2 Swimming Program is 

due next Wednesday 19th June. 
This deposit will secure your child’s 

spot in our swimming program.  
 

Year 3 Camp  

The deposit of $100 for our Year 3 
Queenscliff YMCA Recreation Camp 
is due next Tuesday 18th June. This 
deposit will secure your child’s spot 

in our camp for Term 3. 
 

Year 5 Camp  
The deposit of $100 for our Year 5 

Anglesea YMCA Recreation Camp is 
due next Wednesday 19th June. 

This deposit will secure your child’s 
spot in our camp for Term 3. 

 
 

Year 6 Incursion—Made About     
Science  

On the 12th of June, the Year 6’s 
had an incursion where we learnt 
about the 3 states of matter. With 
Ben from the program ‘Mad About 
Science’, we conducted many     
experiments related to the 3 states 
of matter. We experimented with 
dry ice to help us comprehend the 
concept of chemistry, and used      
other  substances like detergent to         
synthesise our knowledge about 
matter. 
  
One of the experiments was with 
boiling water and dry ice.              
(Dry ice is a compound of 
carbon dioxide that cooled to make 
a re-sublimed substance.) Once we 
added dry ice to boiling water, the 
chemicals reacted to each other 
and the dry ice turned into visible 
gas. This is because the dry ice     
goes through a process called 
‘sublimation’, which turns from a 
solid to a gas without reaching the 
liquid stage. We enjoyed this         
experience very much and we      
look forward to learning more           
about Chemistry this term. 
 
Written by Carmen, Joey and Savita. 
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Parent Portal  

For information on resetting your 
access for the Parent Portal, please 
email Derrimut Primary School at 
derrimut.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
with the following: 
  
 Your Full Name 
 Your Child's Full Name 
 Your User Name 
  
Your response will be responded 
to within 3 days. 
 

Kitchen Garden and LOTE 

The Kitchen Garden program has 
been working on an alternate 
timetable this semester to enable 
students in Years 3-6 ample time 
to engage in lessons in the kitchen. 
Due to this difference, you will find 
information about the general    
program your child engaged with 
in the school report that will come 
home in week 10. Similarly, the 
LOTE program has only recently 
kicked off for 2019 and therefore 
general program descriptions will 
be available in your child's report. 

If you would like to discuss your 
individual child’s progress further, 
please feel free to make an          
appointment with Braydan or 
Yanyu at the Parent Teacher           
Interviews on Tuesday 25th June. 
You can do this through the School 
Interviews booking system. 

FINAL CALL 

Camp, Sports and  Excursions Fund 

(CSEF)   

The Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund helps ensure that no student 

misses the opportunity to join their            

classmates for important,            

educational and fun activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested 

concession card or are a temporary 

foster parent, you may be eligible 

for CSEF. A special consideration 

category also exists for asylum 

seeker and refugee families. The 

allowance is paid to the school to 

use towards expenses relating to 

camps, excursions or sporting        

activities for the benefit of your 

child. 

 The annual CSEF amount per 

student is $125 for primary 

school students. 

 CSEF application forms are 

available at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ASSEMBLY & SHOWCASE 

SCHEDULE 

Location: School Gym  

Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm 

You’re  invited to come along to 

our Assemblies and Showcases 

below.  

 

TERM 2 

P-2 Assembly: 

Continued in Term 3 

Year 3-6 Assembly:  

14th June 2019— 5C Marian and 5B 

Dominique 

Showcase—Whole School 

21st June 2019 

 

 

 

   

Cross Country  

Well done to Leanne Ellis and       
Sanjana Manne who competed at 
the Keilor Division Interschool 
School Cross Country on       
Wednesday 5th June at Brimbank 
Park. We are incredibly proud of 
both of the students efforts on the 
day.  

All the best to Leanne who finished 

6th in the 11 yr old girls age group, 

who will compete in the Western 

Metropolitan Regional Finals on 

Thursday 20th June at Brimbank 

Park.  

LAST DAY OF TERM 

Friday 28th June 2019  

Students finish at 2:15pm  

Tuesday 25th June 2019—Parent Teacher Interviews  

Student Free Day—Student and Parents attend at the      

interview time only 
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Home Learning Policy 

Purpose 

Home learning is seen as a positive way to reinforce school learning and to develop home learning habits that will help          

students throughout their education and later life. 

 

Scope 

 To ensure that students are provided with consistent Home Learning. 

 To extend student learning beyond the classroom and establish Home Learning habits.  

 To create opportunities for students to build on their organisational and time management skills and to take personal 

responsibility for learning.  

 To strengthen the partnership between home and school by providing opportunities for families to participate in their 

child’s education. 

Prep to Year 4 

 In the early years, the objective of Home Learning will be to practise and consolidate the concepts that have been      

introduced during class time. It is also intended to introduce the concepts of self-discipline and responsibility and       

prepare them for the upper grades.  

 Assigned Home Learning grids will build on concepts explored in the classroom and encourage students to engage in 

learning beyond the classroom 

 Students are not expected to complete more than 30 minutes of Home Learning per day. Home learning will consist 

mainly of reading. 

Year 5 to Year 6 

 In the upper year levels, the objective of Home Learning is to build on the concepts of self-discipline, responsibility and 

initiative to prepare students for secondary school.  

 Assigned Home Learning grids will include daily independent reading as well as optional term projects. 

 Students are not expected to spend more than 45 minutes per day on Home Learning. Home learning will consist mainly 

of reading. 

Policy 

Derrimut Primary School will provide resources for Home Learning through a Mathletics and Reading Eggs subscription for eve-

ry child from Prep - Year 6 and a selection of quality just right and interest books for children to read at home.  

 

Current evidence and research shows that the quality of homework assigned is likely to be more important than the quantity. 

Effectiveness of homework, levels of motivation and performance improve when children have a level of choice in the home 

learning tasks they complete. The guidelines from the Department of Education and Training recommend that home learning 

in the primary years mainly consist of daily reading to, with and by parents/carers or older siblings and extend on school     

learning.  

 

Through consultation with the school community and evidence considered from a wide research base, Derrimut PS will provide 

home learning in the form of daily reading with a Reading Log, a Home Learning grid with a range of activities from which      

students will select their home learning  
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tasks, as well as targeted activities as needed such as letter and numeral formation, sight word lists and number facts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Learning Outline 

 

 

Role of the Learner Role of the Family Role of the Teacher 

To keep a tidy and organised 
Home Learning Book 

To keep record of their daily 
reading in their reading log 

To select tasks from the Home 
Learning Grid to complete 

To strive for excellence when 
completing tasks 

  

To ensure 5/6 students keep a homework 
diary 

To encourage regular sessions to complete 
home learning 

To help balance the time spent between 
home learning and recreational       

activities 

To ask how home and school learning is 
progressing and acknowledge success 

To talk to teachers about any homework 
concerns 

  

Provide log in for Reading Eggs and 
Mathletics 

Present Bronze and Silver           
Mathletics certificates weekly 

in class, and gold certificates at 
showcase 

Distribute Home Learning Grid in 
Week 1 and Week 6 of each 

term 

Spend adequate time explaining 
Home Learning Grid tasks 

To view and sign Home Learning 
books fortnightly 

Prep – 
Year 2 

Reading: Up to 15 minutes to, with and by an adult from a range of books including Just Right books 
and interest books from school, Reading Eggs and independently selected books from home or local 
library. 

Home Learning Grid: A Home Learning Grid will be provided twice per term with activities that            
reinforce the learning taking place at school in literacy, numeracy, inquiry, wellbeing and personal     
learning. At P-2 Level the grid activities are optional 

Targeted Practise: Handwriting sheets will be available for children to practise their letter and            
numeral formation when necessary or upon request. Mathletics will be provided to all students for     
practising maths skills. 

Year 3/4 Reading: Up to 30 minutes to, with and by an adult from a range of books including Just Right books 
and interest books from school, and independently selected books from home or local library. 

Home Learning Grid: A Home Learning Grid will be provided twice per term with activities that          
reinforce the learning taking place at school in literacy, numeracy, inquiry, wellbeing and personal     
learning. At 3-4 level we expect students to compete at least 5 activities on each grid. 

Targeted Practise: Take-home kits, games or worksheets will be available when necessary to develop 
mastery of specific skills such as times tables, basic number facts, spelling or letter formation. Mathletics 
will be provided to all students for practising maths skills. 

Year 5/6 Reading: Up to 30 minutes to, with and by an adult from a range of books including Just Right books 
and interest books from school, and independently selected books from home or local library. 

Home Learning Grid: A Home Learning Grid will be provided twice per term with activities that         
reinforce the learning taking place at school in literacy, numeracy, inquiry, wellbeing and personal    
learning. At 5-6 level we expect students to compete at least 8 activities on each grid unless otherwise 
specified by teacher. 

Project Work: Throughout the year, teachers may assign project work that is completed over a period 
time to support school learning and/or to develop skills that will be required as student’s progress in 
their education. 

Targeted Practise: Take-home kits, games or worksheets will be available when necessary to develop 
mastery of specific skills such as times tables, basic number facts, spelling or letter formation. Mathletics 
will be provided to all students for practising maths skills. 
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Evaluation 

 

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s annual review cycle. 

 

This policy was last ratified by School Council in 2019 and will be reviewed in 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Project Work: Throughout the year, teachers may assign project work that is completed over a period 
time to support school learning and/or to develop skills that will be required as student’s progress in 
their education.  

Targeted Practise: Take-home kits, games or worksheets will be available when necessary to develop 
mastery of specific skills such as times tables, basic number facts, spelling or letter formation. Mathletics 
will be provided to all students for practising maths skills.   

mailto:derrimut.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.derrimutps.vic.gov.au/

