The official newsletter of

Derrimut Primary School
Issue 7: Friday 17th May 2019
Our Vision: Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'.
We are an inclusive and collaborative community of thinkers and learners.
We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be.
Our Values: RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE
UPCOMING DATES
May

June



Mon 20th: School Photos



Thurs 6th: Curriculum Day—No school for students



Fri 24th: P-2 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym



Fri 7th: P—2 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym



Tues 28th: 2020 Prep Information Evening 6pm –7pm



Mon 10th: Public Holiday - School Closed (Queens
Birthday)



Tues 11th—Thurs 13th: Year 4 Camp



Thurs 13th: 2020 Prep School Tour, 9:15am



Fri 14th: Year 3—6 Assembly 2:30pm in the gym



Fri 21st: Whole School Showcase 2:30pm in the gym



Tues 25th: Student Reports and Parent/Teacher
Interviews (student’s attend interview time only)



Fri 28th: Last day of term 2—Students finish at 2:15pm

From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,
I hope you all had a lovely Mother’s Day on Sunday and spent time with your loved ones. I spent a morning at my
children’s footy with some of Derrimut’s past and present students. I would like to thank our wonderful parents,
Rhonda, Kerriann, Hope and Pei Rhu for helping us to provide the children with Mother’s Day presents for you all.
We all had a fun morning.
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Our Year 3 and 5 students did a stellar effort this week completing the four Naplan assessments of Reading,
Language Conventions, Writing and Numeracy. They showed our school value, striving for excellence to show us
what they can achieve under test conditions. I would like to thank Michelle, Danielle and all Year 3 and 5 teachers
who ensured our students were well prepared, calm and organised for the tests.
Our first Canberra Study Tour took place this week. The students all headed off bright and early Monday morning
and spent 5 days exploring Canberra. I’m sure you have been enjoying the photo updates on our Facebook page as
much as I have. The students represented the school wonderfully. Thank you to Lina, Narelle and Braydan, for
spending 5 days away from their families to make this trip such a success for our students. Thanks to Monica,
Andrew and Michael for ensuring our Year 6s back at home had an engaging program at school. We are looking
forward to future Canberra trips in the following years.

We have been receiving some wonderful feedback in person and via email from our families. It is lovely to hear
from you about what we doing are well. This helps us to continue to ensure our students have great learning
opportunities.
Don’t forget that school photos are on Monday! We look forward to seeing the students looking their very best for
their school photo for 2019.
2019 Term Dates
On the last day of Term 1,2 and 3 students finish at 2:15pm
On the last day of term 4 students finish at 1pm
TERM 2: Tuesday 23rd April 2019—Friday 28th June 2019
TERM 3: Monday 15th July 2019—Friday 20th September 2019
TERM 4: Monday 7th October 2019—Friday 20th December 2019
Daily Timetable
8:50am—9am Students enter community
9am—11am Learning Time
11am—11:30am Recess
11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time
1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating
1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time
2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time

Breakfast Club

Second Hand Uniform

Borrowing Books

Come along to our FREE
Breakfast Club!

Second hand uniform is sold
for $5 per item. Please see the
office to purchase. Cash only.

The Resource Centre is open
for student borrowing on:

Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 8:15am—
8:45am in the Design
Space.
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Uniform Shop

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm
Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm

Wednesday mornings at DPS
8:30am—10:30am
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Dynamic Young Citizens

2020 Prep Enrolments
If you have a child starting prep in
2020, enrolment forms are now
available at the office. Please let
families of kinder students know
that forms are available.
2020 Prep School Tours:
Please assemble at the school office,
10 minutes prior to the start time.
Children are welcome.
Thursday 13th June 2019 - 9:15am
Thursday 18th July 2019 - 9:15am
Thursday 8th August 2019 - 9:15am
Thursday 12th September 2019 9:15am

On Wednesday, it was a privilege to watch our Dynamic Young Citizens
present their project idea to their peers, families and the Brimbank Mayor,
Lucinda Congreve. We can't wait to see the project come to life in Balmoral
Park. We thank Lucinda again for her time listening to the presentation,
signing business cards and posing for photos with the kids, chatting with us
about the DYC project and other school events, and spending much time
after the presentation talking to some of our families about issues in our
local area.

Find My School
The Department of Education
and Training has released a
new website that helps parents
identify their local public school
online.
Findmyschool.vic.gov.au
launched on 24th April and shows
every school zone across the state.
The new website identifies your
local school and highlights the
choice of public schools available to
the Victorian community.
If your child is preparing to enter
Year 7 and you want to know
more about the public secondary
school options in our area, or
you know someone who is
interested in enrolling at our
school, try findmyschool.vic.gov.au.
If you have a question about the
website, contact the Victorian
School building Authority Hotline
on
1800
896
950
or
email vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au.
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Camp, Sports and Excursions Fund
(CSEF)

Year 6-7 Transition – Year 7
Transition Forms
Transition materials for 2019-2020
enrolments into secondary school
have been made available to all
Year 6 families and sent home on
24th April 2019.
If you wish for any further
information
please
do
not
hesitate to ask your child’s
home group teacher or alternatively
you can seek advice from
the following Victorian Education
website below.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/
school/parents/needs/Pages/
supportstudents.aspx

Code Camp
We had a very positive response to
our expression of interest for Code
Camp – an after school program
that was advertised through our
Facebook page. We have confirmed
with Code Camp Australia that we
will be going ahead with the
program in Term 3.
Code Camp is an optional
after-school program for Year 2-6
students. It will run on Wednesday
afternoons at Derrimut PS. All
administration, supervision and
management of the program is run
by Code Camp Australia. Further
information relating to booking,
cost and program details will be
coming home later this term. Stay
tuned and please let us know if
there are other extra-curricular
activities you would like to see
running at DPS.

The Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund helps ensure that no student
misses the opportunity to join their
classmates
for
important,
educational and fun activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested
concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible
for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum
seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to
use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions
or
sporting
activities for the benefit of your
child.




The annual CSEF amount per
student is $125 for primary
school students.
CSEF application forms are
available at the office.

4 easy steps to online ordering:
Step
1:
Go
to
www.advancedlife.com.au before
photo day and enter your school
code [4TC R57 9CY]
Step 2: Enter your child’s details
Step 3: Choose the package that
best suits your needs (all orders
will be returned to the school for
collection)
Sibling order envelopes are
available from the front office.
Please see the insert in this
newsletter for more information.

ASSEMBLY & SHOWCASE
SCHEDULE
Location: School Gym
Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm
You’re invited to come along to
our Assemblies and Showcases
below.
TERM 2
P-2 Assembly:

School Photos
School photos will be on Monday
20th May 2019. Student photo
order envelopes have been
distributed to every student and it
is important that the order
instructions
are
followed,
alternatively, you can order your
child/rens school photos online.

7th June 2019—2D Tristan and 2E
Kayla
Year 3-6 Assembly:
17th May 2019—3B Katie and 3D
Tammy
31st May 2019—4D Sarah P and 4B
Bessie
14th June 2019— 5C Marian and 5B
Dominique

Online Ordering
Your child’s school photos are now
available
for
secure
online
purchase, please note if you are
ordering online, you do not need to
return an envelope to the school.
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24th May 2019—2B Danielle and 2A
Sonia

Showcase—Whole School
21st June 2019
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Personal Property Policy
Purpose
To explain Derrimut Primary School’s policy in relation to personal property and to ensure that special or valuable
items of personal property are not brought to school.
Scope
This policy applies to all school activities, including camps and excursions.
Policy
Derrimut Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of personal
property to school.
The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and
visitors. Derrimut Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or
damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility
of the owner of that property.
Derrimut Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to obtain
appropriate insurance for such items.
If students bring items of significant value to school, they will be confiscated and stored securely at the School
Office until the end of the day, when the items may be collected by the student and/or parent.

Evaluation

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s 4 year review cycle.

This policy was last ratified by School Council in 2019 and will be reviewed in 2023.
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ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY
Dear Parents/Guardians,
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction, and one of
the ways we do that is to gather data about what your child thinks of our school.
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use
the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
All students from Years 4 to Year 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey
online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not
in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before,
during, or after completion of the survey. We will share the survey results to our school community in Term 3. The
survey results will be presented as a whole year level group, group responses based on different genders and
student overall satisfaction. This means that there are no individual student reports, it is all anonymous.
Our results from last year indicated that our students did not feel like the learning environment was an engaging
and safe place to be and learn. From this data, we put in strategies and resources to support an inclusive and safe
learning environment, such as purchasing more furniture, beginning our work with School Wide Positive Behaviours
and moving into straight year levels to support an engaging and challenging learning environment.
This year, we will conduct the Attitudes to School survey from Monday 21st May to Friday 31st May. The survey
only takes 30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. We will support the students during
this assessment time to unpack any misconceptions they have around the test and discuss their thoughts and ideas
around the improvements we have made as a school.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx

Kind regards,
Lina Stephens
Assistant Principal
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