
 

40 Lennon Parkway, Derrimut 3030 PO Box 121 Deer Park 3023 T: 8361 1000 F: 8361 1099 E: derrimut.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
W: www.derrimutps.vic.gov.au F: www.facebook.com/DerrimutPS Parent Portal: https://sentral.derrimutps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

     UPCOMING DATES  

From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,  

Welcome to Derrimut Primary School Learning Community for 2019. I am so excited to start 2019 and to ensure every child at 
Derrimut strives to be the very best they can be. I look forward to chatting to you all in the  playground, the classrooms and in 
the coming weeks. 

Our Vision 

We are community of learners and thinkers who strive for excellence. 

Our School Values underpin our learning community for staff, students and our families. These are: 

 Respect 

 Excellence 

 Responsibility 

We will be learning about these values in the first weeks of school, so our teachers and students all have a common               
understanding of these 

Our teachers were focussed on the learning about our strategic direction for 2019 and the next 4 years of our strategic plan. 
This year we are working on embedding our teaching philosophy for the school that focuses on: 

 High Expectations 

 Strong Accountability 

 Collective Efficacy 

 Striving for Excellence 

 

Our Strategic Direction for 2019 is that we embed these pillars to achieve our School Strategic Plan Goals to 

Improve student learning outcomes in Reading and Writing 

 Develop and embed, and evaluate a guaranteed and viable curriculum in Reading and Writing underpinned by the        
Victorian Curriculum and supported by an agreed instructional model 

 

  

The official newsletter of  

Derrimut Primary School 
Issue 1: Friday 1st February 2019 

February   

 Wed 6th: Preps No School 

 Wed 13th: Preps No School 

 Fri 15th: Showcase 2:30pm 

 Tus 19th: School Council 6pm  

 Wed 20th: Preps No School 

 Wed 27th: Preps No School 

March  

 Preps begin full time  

 Mon 11th: Labour Day Public Holiday—School Closed 

 Tues 12th: Curriculum Day—No School for Students  

 Tues 19th: School Council 6pm  
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 Build staff, leadership, professional learning community capacity in data literacy in order to differentiate and measure 
impact on teaching and learning in Reading and Writing 

 Build staff and leadership capacity to embed High Impact Teaching Strategies in instructional practice across the school 

Improve student learning in Numeracy 

 Develop and embed a guaranteed and viable curriculum in Numeracy underpinned by the Victorian Curriculum and     
supported by an agreed instructional model. 

 Build teacher capacity in data literacy in order to differentiate teaching and learning in Numeracy. 

 Build staff and student capacity in making learning highly visible, explicit and purposeful using research-based evidence        
informed teaching practices in Numeracy 

Develop aspirational learning culture of high level engagement and achievement 

 To develop teacher capacity to develop and embed Student Voice and agency in Learning 

 Embed a consistent approach to School Wide Positive Behaviours underpinned by the vision of Derrimut Primary School 

 Develop and embed leadership skills of all students to set high expectations of themselves and a strong sense of school 
and community pride 

We welcome the new staff to Derrimut Primary School, Lexi in prep, Emily and Shirin in year 1, Sonia and Kayla in Year 2, 
Kirsten in Year 3, Bessie is year 4, and Michael in year 6.  We also welcome back Ashlie, Bianca and Jane, I know you will make 
these teachers all feel very welcome to be a part of our community. 

Our Leadership team, although very similar to last year, all now have their substantive (permanent) positions at Derrimut. Jen 
and Lina as Assistant Principals, Ben and Jade as Leading teachers, Bianca and Jane, part time leading teachers in the year 4 and 
5 classrooms and Michelle and Danielle as our learning specialists in the year 2 and 3 classrooms. We all share a common      
vision to make Derrimut an outstanding, high performing school where every child strives for excellence to be the very best 
they can be.  

School Council Election Process for 2019 - We currently have 6 parent vacancies for School Council 
This document outlines the School Council Election process for Derrimut Primary school. 

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations on the 11th February 2019. This notice will probably be given to your 
child. If you do not receive one, it can be collected from the office.  

If you decide to stand for election, you will need to arrange to be nominated and seconded by persons who are eligible for the 
same category as you will stand for. The principal can provide information about these categories. 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election.  

 If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks after 
the call for nominations has closed. 

 The timeline for school council elections is as follows: 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE 2019 

 

 

Event  Date  

Notice of election and call for nominations Monday 11th February 2019 

Closing date of nominations Monday 18th February 2019 

Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be displayed Wednesday 20th February 2019 

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed  On or before Monday 25th February 2019 

Close of ballot Monday 4th March 2019 

Vote count Wednesday 6th March 2019 

Declaration of ballot  Friday 8th March 2019 in newsletter 

First School Council meeting to co-opt community  members (the principal will 

preside) 

Tuesday 19th March 2019 

Second School Council to elect office bearers (the principal will preside) Tuesday 19th March 2019 (can be the same date as 

Council meeting to co-opt community members or another date soon 

after) 
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Our new School Vision and Values 

In 2018, we began the journey of improvement for all aspects of our school, including our Wellbeing and              

Engagement. We focussed strongly on High Expectations and Pride in students social, emotional and academic 

learning, as well as providing supports for our teachers to ensuring every single student exposed to high quality 

teaching and learning. With a brand new Principal Class Team, as well as a totally new direction, we made the      

decision to change our values of Respect, Leadership, Teamwork and Academic rigour. 

 The school formed a School Wide Positive Behaviour Team, and with the assistance of an external coach for the 

Regional Departmental Offices, we began to reframe our school’s vision and values. With our motto remaining as 

“A place to grow and thrive”, our teachers took part in unpacking values that are important to them in regards to 

our students at Derrimut Primary School. With this list, we survey all students from Prep to Year 6, as well as set up 

a hot dotting station at our end of year picnic. There were 3 clean winners.  

From 2019, our new school vision and values are: 

Derrimut Primary School 

Our Motto: 

A Place to grow and thrive 

Our Vision 

Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'. We are an inclusive and collaborative              

community of thinkers and learners. We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be. 

Values beginning in 2019 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE 
Our teachers’ have begun the process on defining each of these values for clarity, so watch this space!! 

Thank you to all teachers, students and parents who had input into creating our new school values. 

 

 

Daily Timetable 

8:50am—9am Students enter community  

9am—11am Learning Time 

11am—11:30am Recess 

11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time 

1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating 

1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time 

2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time 

Breakfast Club 

Come along to our FREE    

Breakfast Club! 

Every Wednesday at 

8:15am—8:45am in the 

Design Space. 

Second Hand Uniform  

Second hand uniform is sold 

for $5 per item. Please see the 

office to purchase. Cash only. 

Uniform Shop   

Wednesday mornings at DPS 

8:30am—10:30am 

Borrowing Books 

The Resource Centre is open 

for student borrowing on: 

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm 

Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm 

 

2019 Term Dates  

TERM 1: Tuesday 29th Jan  is a state wide designated teacher preparation day. 

Year 1-6 Begin: Wednesday 30th Jan 2019, Preps Begin: Thursday 31st Jan 2019, Last date of Term 1: Friday 5th April 2019  

TERM 2: Tuesday 23rd April 2019—Friday 28th June 2019       

TERM 3: Monday 15th July 2019—Friday 20th September 2019   

TERM 4: Monday 7th October 2019—Friday 20th December 2019 
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Home Learning  

Throughout 2018, a team of staff 

worked hard to gather feedback 

from teachers, students and         

families about what Home Learning 

would look like at Derrimut PS. We 

will present our policy for approval 

at our first school council meeting 

for 2019 and roll out our first 

Homework Grid, along with the    

final policy in Week 6 of Term 1. 

In the meantime, reading with and 

to your child is one of the most   

beneficial learning activities you can 

do with your child and take home 

books will be sent home with all 

children from our very first day of 

school. We will provide more        

information on how you can        

partner with us in your child’s     

learning at our information sessions 

in Week 3.  

 

Educational Coaching  

This year our staff will work       

alongside some talented and highly      

regarded external educational     

consultants. We have Terri, Mardi 

and Ruth supporting us in literacy, 

Robert for Numeracy and Frank for 

Science. Along with this, Lina, Jen, 

Ben, Jade, Bianca and Jane will all 

provide peer coaching across the 

school to support us in meeting the 

goals of our strategic plan in having 

consistent high quality teaching in     

every classroom.   

 

Uniform Policy 

Attached to this newsletter you will 

find our current policy for Student 

Uniform. Wearing a school uniform 

reflects School Pride and will be a 

focus for us this year. Please ensure 

your child comes to school in full 

school uniform at all times. You can 

always chat to our helpful staff in 

the main office if you require        

financial support.  

Students must wear a full-brimmed 

hat in Term 1 and 4. This year         

Derrimut Primary School has          

provided every child with a school 

hat showing their house colour on 

the brim.  

Replacement hats can be purchased 

from the main office. If your child 

does not have their hat, they will be 

asked to play in a shaded area which 

can be hard for children when their 

friends are playing elsewhere. Please 

help your child establish routines to 

ensure they bring their hat each day.  

 

Facebook 

Derrimut has a very active Facebook 
page that is updated weekly with 
school events, photos of children and 
their work, students on camp and 
excursions, community events and 
more. Each year we require that    
families complete a new consent 
form. 
If you would like to have your child      
included in photos on Facebook from 
time to time please ensure you      
reflect this on the consent form when 
it comes home. Also make sure to 
follow our page at 
www.facebook.com/DerrimutPS/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Start-Up Program 

This year at Derrimut Primary School 
we will start the year off with all year 
levels running a start up program. 
The start up program is a sequence of 
lessons in Literacy, Numeracy and 
Wellbeing that have been designed 
to ensure consistent development of 
strong learning routines.  

This enables all students to have   
clarity of the purpose and expected 
behaviours of all learning workshops, 
respectful use of shared resources, 
organisation of workbooks and the 
use of common language to ensure 
an  efficient, inclusive and safe     
learning environment.  

Prep 2019 Assessment Dates   

To help settle into the school routine 

and in accordance with the               

Department of Education regulations, 

the days of attendance for Prep     

students differ to the rest of the 

school at the beginning of the school 

year.  

Preps will not be required to     

attend school (except for their Prep 

Assessment time) on the following          

Wednesdays: 

 Wednesday 30th January 2019 

 Wednesday 6th February 2019 

 Wednesday 13th February 2019 

 Wednesday 20th February 2019 

 Wednesday 27th February 2019 

 

 

Attendance 

Attendance is a major part of         

children succeeding in their        

learning. This year, we will focus on    

supporting our parent community 

with follow up messages when a child 

has an unexplained absence.  These 

messages will sent out at                  

approximately 11am. This is a way for 

us to collaborate with the community 

in ensuring all students are attending 

school every day.  

Remember, you can call the office to 

let us know. This will help keep us 

informed of any dentist/doctor or 

personal illnesses and  appointments. 

If you require  support, please have a 

chat with your child’s teacher. 
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 The link below outlines more       

information regarding the process. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/

school/principals/spag/safety/

Pages/studentcollection.aspx 

 

School Uniform – NO HAT, SHADE 

PLAY! 

As a sun-smart school, all students 

are required to wear a navy          

coloured hat to play outside in the 

sun. Please ensure your child’s hat 

is clearly labelled with their full 

name, to avoid disappointment in 

misplacing it. In saying this, no 

baseball CAPS are allowed during 

school hours, as they are not part of 

our uniform. We have been asking 

students to place them in their bags 

for the day and to ensure they have 

their navy hat during play times. 

 

Information Evening 

This term each Learning Community 
we will be holding an information 
evening on Wednesday the 13th of 
February. This is an opportunity to 
meet your child’s new teacher and 
gain an insight into the learning that 
is going to take place this term and 
throughout the year. All sessions 
will be held in your child’s           
classroom and the session times are 
as follow: 

Prep - 3.30pm 

Year 6 - 3.50pm 

Year 1 - 4.10pm 

Year 5 - 4.30pm 

Year 2 - 4.50pm 

Year 3 - 5.10pm  
 

iPads  

This year Derrimut Primary School 

students will have access to brand 

new 6th Generation Apple iPads. 

The iPads will be used to support 

and enhance the curriculum         

programs taught at Derrimut PS.  

  

WHOLE SCHOOL SHOWCASE 

Friday 15th February 2019 

Location: School Gym  

Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm 

You are invited to come along to 

our Whole School Showcase, 

which aims to provide a forum 

for our Learning  Communities, to 

showcase the learning they have 

embarked on. 

 

Arrivals and Pick-up 

All students arriving late, after 9:10 

am, must sign into Sentral through 

the office and obtain a late pass. If 

you wish to pick-up your child early, 

please do so from the front office. 

You will need to sign your child/ren 

out through the front kiosk, and 

wait for them to come from their 

learning community.  

When collecting your child/ren     

early, please be mindful that it is 

not during our break times as it          

becomes very difficult to locate the 

students during this time.  

Our break times are: 

11am – 11:30am: Recess 

1:45pm – 2:15pm: Lunch 

 

Stage   

Stage 1 - 
SCHOOL 

Attempt to contact: 

 The parents 

 The emergency      
contact person     
identified in school 
records 

 Other known        
contacts 

Stage 2 - 
SCHOOL 

Arrange to contact the      
Department of Human     
Service and/or police to 
arrange care for the         
students if: 

 all reasonable 
attempts to locate 
the       appropriate        
responsible adults, 
as per Stage 1 
above,  fail 

 it is well beyond        
reasonable                     
collection time 

Stage 3 -
SCHOOL 

Leave details of the          
student’s whereabouts with 
the school office. 

Stage 4 - 
SCHOOL 

If possible, leave details of 
the student’s whereabouts 
with friends of the student 
or next-door neighbours 

As in previous years, Years 3 to 6 
will be running a 1:1 program.       
Before students are able to receive 
the iPads all families (for Years 3 to 
6) will need to read and sign the       
Acceptable Use Agreement. There 
will be more information regarding 
the Acceptable Use Agreement at 
the Information evening. 
 
 
Canteen   

   

The Canteen will re-open in Term 1, 
on Monday 4th February 2019. We 
have attached a 2019 Price list to 
this newsletter, please note there 
have been some changes.    
 

 
Canteen Orders: Brown Paper Bags 
 
 

How to Order: 
 Write your child’s first and 

last name, the order and the 
total amount on a brown   
paper bag  

 Place the money inside the 
bag  

 Place the bag in the canteen 
basket  

 

Brown paper bags are available 
from most supermarkets for about 
$2.50 for 100 bags.  
Unfortunately plastic bags, plastic 
sandwich bags or  envelopes are 
not suitable substitutes for the    
paper bags pictured below. Thank 
you, The Canteen.  
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Title  Name Home-Group Room 

Principal Joanna    

Assistant Principal Jenny   

Assistant Principal  Lina    

Business Manager Gaye    

Administration  Cheryl   

 Katie S   

Librarian  Nooraini   

I.T Andy   

 Andrew A   

Leading Teachers  Jade    

 Ben   

P.E Kim   

 Nathan   

Performing Arts Ben L   

Visual Arts  Brendan    

Kitchen/Garden  Braydan   

LOTE Sarah M   

Philosophy Andrew   

Prep  Marianna  00A 18-19 

 Helen 00B 20 21 

 Lexie  00C 18-19 

 Sally  00D 18 19 

Year 1 Erin  00E 20-21 

 Stephanie  1A 6 

 Julia 1B 1 

 Hayley  1C 3 

 Shirin  1D 5 

 Emily 1E 2 

 Kathy  1F 4 

Year 2 Sonia  2A 11 

 Danielle  2B 13 1/2 

 Krystal B 2C 12 

 Tristan 2D 10 

 Kayla 2E 13 

Year 3 Kirsten 3A 17 

 Katie T 3B 15 

 Michelle 3C 14 

Title  Name Home-Group Room 

 Tammy  3D 16 

Year 4 Ashlie 4A 22 23 

 Bessie 4B 24 25 

 Krystal T/Jane 4C 22 23 

 Sarah P 4D 24 25 

Year 5 Sarah N 5A 7 

 Kaelynne/Bianca 5B 8 

 Marian  5C 9 

 Rachael  5D Harding  

Year 6 Narelle  6A 30 31 

 Monica 6B 28 29 

 Andrew 6C 28 29 

 Michael  6D 30 31 

Education       

Support  

Kelly   

 Tabatha    

 Andrea    

 Karen    

 Peremah   

 Christine    

Literacy        

Intervention 

Gay    

Facilities  Ben    

Canteen  Jude Fina Foods   

 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY  

Monday 20th May 

2019 

Order information packs 

will be available in Term 2.  

 

2019 STAFF  
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Uniform Policy 
 

Purpose 

 To ensure that all students have uniform clothing of a high quality, that is durable, attractive and               
comfortable. 

 To promote the school’s identity and image both within and beyond the school community. 

 To add to the degree of safety and security of all children both in the school grounds and on excursions. 

 Ensure the wearing of school uniform is regularly promoted and encouraged by parents, class teachers,     
displays, newsletter items, and information presented at parent meetings (particularly Prep Orientation    
sessions). 

 Ensure that uniform items are accessible to parents through department stores or a local supplier.  

 Allow for a request for exemption from school uniform requirements to be made to the Principal, by a       
parent or guardian.  

 Requests for exemption will be on the grounds stipulated in DEECD Guidelines, with a summary report of 
requests for exemptions and decisions being reported to School Council. 

 Ensure that no student is excluded from a school activity by any school uniform requirement except for     
reasons of health and safety. 

 

Scope 

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Derrimut Primary School. 

 

Policy 

Uniform Options to Include a Choice of: 

Blue white and Orange check dress* 

Navy and orange check winter Pinafore or skirt* 

Navy blue shorts (girls/boys) – or Skort (girls) 

Bike shorts may be worn under dress. 

Royal blue polo shirt with vertical single navy blue stripe and orange trim (short or long sleeve)*  

Navy blue jumper or vest with royal blue vertical stripe and orange trim 

Plain Navy blue Track Suit pants or Trousers (No Jeans) 

Navy blue hat – Legionnaire or wide-brimmed styles only 

Navy blue skivvy 

Appropriate footwear for daily school activities, for Physical Education and related activities. 

 

Items not permitted (for safety reasons): 

Open-toed sandals, thongs, high heels, singlet tops, strapless sundresses or tops. 
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