The official newsletter of

Derrimut Primary School
Issue 1: Friday 6th March 2020, Next Issue: Friday 17th April 2020
Our Vision: Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'.
We are an inclusive and collaborative community of thinkers and learners.
We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be.
Our Values: RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE
UPCOMING DATES
March 2020

April 2020





Tues 14th: First Day of Term 2



Fri 24th: Whole School Showcase 2:30pm in the gym

Fri 6th: Years P-2 Showcase 2:30pm in the gym,
Newsletter



Mon 9th: Labour Day (School Closed)



Thus 12th: Semper Dental commence



Fri 13th: Years 3-6 Showcase 2:30pm in the gym



Fri 20th: Whole School Showcase 2:30pm in the gym



Fri 27th: Last day of Term 1 (Students finish at 2:15pm)

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A
special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.


The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary school students.



2020 CSEF application forms will be available at the office in Term 1.
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Our Class Captains
Derrimut is truly a village to grow and thrive. We develop a strong sense of respect and excellence from our
students’ from the first day of Foundation to their graduating day in Year 6, which culminates in many experiences
developing their confidence, resilience and leadership. I had the great pleasure of handing out our badges to our
School Captains, Vice Captains and House Captains last Friday. We also introduced a new leadership role to our
school for 2020. This project was driven by our 2019 School Captains as a part of their Legacy Project work in Term
4. Our previous captains wanted to acknowledge leadership at all levels and developed a project where all children
have opportunities to be leaders of our school. Our students now have the opportunity to be Class Captains for the
semester. These students are chosen by the teacher and show exemplary behaviour, strive for excellence and
demonstrate our school values at all times. Different students are chosen over a 2 year cycle, in order to give a
range of students this opportunity. Over the semester, these students will be the leaders of their grades, and will
work with our teachers Tammy and Kathy to work on whole school leadership projects. I congratulate our first class
captains of 2020.
Curriculum Days
Curriculum days are an important part of our school year to ensure our teachers are learning to perfect their craft
so that our students have the best possible teacher we can provide at Derrimut. On Monday, our teachers
continued their learning with Terri Campbell and Mardi Gorman and continued into our deep dive into literacy
learning. I would like to highlight that during the day, they used a video clip of Rachael D conferencing with a Year 5
student. Rachael is our Year 5 teacher and learning specialist (an exemplary teacher who mentors others to
improve their teaching practice). This video is an exemplary example of a conference and Terri and Mardi both
commented that it is better than videos given out as International Best Practice. We are very proud of the high
quality teaching of Rachael and our teachers at our school.
Looking after our Kitchen Garden
Our Kitchen Garden Programme is based around a garden to table philosophy. Our students learn how seeds are
nurtured to grow into herbs, vegetables and fruits. This then is harvested and used to cook and bake delicious, easy
and nutritious meals for our students. In a world where fast food is only a push of an Uber button away, our goal
for this programme is to foster a love of cooking and ability to make healthy meals to eat. Mel, our kitchen garden
teacher, has been waiting for our wonderful crop of pears to ripen to make some wonderful desserts with our
students. Unfortunately, this crop disappeared lately without a trace and our recipes for our students will need to
be changed. As a community, I ask that we all look after our garden for our students to learn these valuable skills.

LAST DAY OF TERM 1
FRIDAY 27th MARCH 2020

STUDENTS FINISH AT 2:15pm
Daily Timetable
8:50am—9am Students enter community
9am—11am Learning Time
11am—11:30am Recess
11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time
1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating
1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time
2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time

Breakfast Club

Second Hand Uniform

Borrowing Books

Come along to our FREE
Breakfast Club!

Second hand uniform is sold
for $5 per item. Purchases can
be made at the office. Cash
only.

The Resource Centre is open
for student borrowing on:

Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 8:15am—
8:45am in the Design
Space.
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Uniform Shop

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm
Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm

Wednesday mornings at DPS
8:30am—10:30am
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Newsletter Frequency
This year we are moving newsletters to monthly. Now that we have COMPASS, the reliance on information via this
one form has been reduced. The newsletter will always be the schools face, but not the only means of
communicating with the community.
Mobile Phones in schools
From the beginning of this current school year personal mobile phones and other personal devices that can access
the internet that come to school with students MUST be housed in the Office at the beginning of the day (before
9:00am) and collected after the end of day bell (3:30-3:45pm). This move is to ensure students are focused on
their learning without distraction. It is also a move to reduce cyber-bullying and harassment during school
hours. My suggestion: unless your child must have their phone/apple watch/other similar device with them for
safety reasons, then leave them safely at home. Children who attend Before or After Care will experience the
same guidelines.
Our 2020 School Council
Thank you to our wonderful community for stepping up and nominating for School Council. Our positions are now
full. Our staff members are myself, Jade Seddon, Lina Stephens and Narelle Wunhym. Our parent representatives
are: Zed Petrovic, Tim White, Kerriann Nasreddine, Andrew Sevenson, Leonie Foote, Emma Trajkovski and Nicole
Sfetkidis. Our First meeting is on Tuesday 17th March at 6pm.
At 6:30pm we will be having our Annual General Meeting. This is the meeting where we present our Annual
Report for 2019.
Personal Property and Insurance
The Department of Education and Training expressly states that private property brought to school by students is
not insured. The Department and Derrimut Primary School does not accept any responsibility for any loss or
damage. Derrimut Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of
personal property to school.
The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and
visitors. Derrimut Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or
damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility
of the owner of that property. Derrimut Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value
to school or, alternatively, to obtain appropriate insurance for such items.
Student Birthdays
At DPS, we are happy to help celebrate your child’s birthday at school. You can arrange a celebration, whether it
be supplying treats or singing “Happy Birthday” with your child’s teacher. Treats need to be dropped off to the
office no later than 1:20pm. Treats will be given to students during lunch eating time at 1:30pm and need to be
accompanied by the ingredient listing. If supplying a cake, please bring it in pre-cut and provide paper serving
plates or napkins. Due to the school freezer being used for school supplies (eg. icepacks) we cannot store
ice-cream cakes. A few simple serve ideas are: Fruit cups, Mini doughnuts, Mini cupcakes.
2020 TERM DATES
TERM 1: Wednesday 29th January 2020—Friday 27th March 2020 - Last Day 2:15pm finish
TERM 2: Tuesday 14th April 2020—Friday 26th June 2020 - Last Day 2:15pm finish
TERM 3: Monday 13th July 2020—Friday 18th September 2020 - Last Day 2:15pm finish
TERM 4: Monday 5th October 2020—Friday 18th December 2020 - Last Day 1:00pm finish

DPS HATS
Our House Colour Hats can be purchased from the office for $12.00 each.
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OUT OF

ASSEMBLY & SHOWCASE
SCHEDULE

UNIFORM DAY

Location: School Gym

Friday 13th March
2020
Please bring along a gold
coin donation.
Your donation will be used
to create some incredible,
delicious Easter Hampers!
Raffle tickets will be sent
home on Tuesday 10th
March. The raffle will be
drawn at Showcase on
Friday 20th March 2020
Thank you for your
continued support!

Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm
You are invited to come along to
our Assemblies and Showcases
below.
Book Club
All book club orders should be
placed by Monday 9th March 2020.
Orders placed after this date, will
be received after the school
holidays.

Orders
for
the
Year
6
Commemorative jackets and polos
closed last Friday. We now eagerly
await their delivery in the first few
weeks of Term 2. We look forward
to sharing some photos with you all
once they arrive.

P-2 Assembly:
6th March (1C, 1D)

Thank you for supporting the school
through your Book Club orders!
Year 3-6 Assembly:
13th March (6C, 6D)
Derrimut Primary School Showcase
Assemblies
We have a showcase assembly
every Friday afternoon in our school
gymnasium. All parents, families
and friends are welcome to attend.
During our showcase assemblies:

Year 6 News

TERM 1

- Our student leaders run the event,
writing the scripts themselves.
- Year 6 techspert leaders operate
the PowerPoint presentation that
they have created
- Our school house captains set up
the gymnasium, and pack things
away at the end
- Student leaders invite staff members to present
- We recognise the efforts and
achievements of our amazing
Derrimut Primary School students
by giving out awards
Two
grades
have
the
opportunity share their learning
during our P-2 and 3-6 showcase
assemblies

Showcase—Whole School
20th March

TERM 2
P-2 Assembly:
1st May (1E, 00A)
22nd May (00B, 00C)

Year 3-6 Assembly:
8th May (5A, 5B)
29th May (5C,5D)

Showcase—Whole School
24th April
15th May
5th June

Please see the Showcase schedule
for our upcoming dates.
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Attendance
Daily attendance is vital for student’s social, emotional and academic health. It allows students to build and keep friendships,
and allows students to develop and maintain important skills, knowledge and dispositions of learning, which will set them up
for further learning.
‘A child missing one day a fortnight will miss four weeks in a year, and more than a year of school by year 10. It is important
that children develop regular attendance habits at an early age.’ (DET website)
At Derrimut Primary School, we have a strong focus on improving our attendance data, and making contact with families
whose children have triggered the departments ‘at risk’ and ‘chronic absence’ category. Please refer to the table below
regarding the categories. When there is a significant attendance concern that is not explained, a referral is sent to our regional
director, and the Department of Education will make contact.
Category

Days per year

Learning time lost

On track

0-10 days

Up to 2 weeks

Monitor

11-19 days

2-4 weeks lost

At risk

20-24 days

Up to 5 weeks lost

Chronic Absence

25+ days

5+ weeks lost

We understand that there are things that are out of our control when it comes to attendance, such as illness, and that for some
families it may be yearly family holidays. However, please ensure you speak with your child’s classroom teacher to ensure
learning continues during these times.
If your child is going to be absent from school, please make contact with the Office on 83611000.
Please refer to our Attendance Policy for more information, which is located at www.derrimutps.vic.gov.au
If you require support, please do not hesitate to contact the office and make a time with one of our leaders.
Arrivals and Pick-up
All students arriving late, after 9:10 am, must sign into Compass through the office and obtain a late pass. If you wish to pick-up
your child early, please do so from the front office. You will need to sign your child/ren out through the front kiosk, and wait
for them to come from their learning community.
When collecting your child/ren early, please be mindful that it is not during our break times as it becomes very difficult to
locate the students during this time.
Our break times are:
11 – 11:30 : Recess
1:45 – 2:15 pm: Lunch
Early Drop Off, Late Pick-up
Our grounds are supervised from 8:45am – 9am and from 3:15pm to 3:30pm. We have a number of students who are arriving
to school from 8 am and have a large number of students who are not being collected until after 3:30pm. We strive to ensure
the safety of all our students, however, this makes it difficult when students are not being dropped off/picked up within the
designated school times. We ask that NO students be dropped off prior to 8:45am, as we cannot guarantee their safety during
these times.
The YMCA has Before School Care, which will support families who must attend work early. Please contact the centre on
93074700 to make arrangements.
In regards to late pick up, please read below for the process outlined by the Department of Education:
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Stage

School Actions

Stage 1 - SCHOOL

Attempt to contact:

The parents

The emergency contact person identified in school records

Other known contacts
Arrange to contact the Department of Human Service and/or
police to arrange care for the students if:

all reasonable attempts to locate the appropriate responsible adults, as per Stage 1 above, fail

it is well beyond reasonable collection time.
Leave details of the student’s whereabouts with the school
office.
If possible, leave details of the student’s whereabouts with
friends of the student or next-door neighbours.

Stage 2 - SCHOOL

Stage 3 – SCHOOL
Stage 4 - SCHOOL

The link below outlines more information regarding the process.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/studentcollection.aspxSchool

Uniform – NO HAT, SHADE PLAY!
As a sun-smart school, all students are required to wear a navy coloured hat, which covers face and neck, to play
outside in the sun. All students have been provided with a brand new school hat. These hats should be left at
school to ensure all students have a hat for the year.
Baseball CAPS are not allowed during school hours, as they are not part of our uniform. We have been asking
students to place them in their bags for the day and to ensure they have their navy hat during play times.
If your child does not have a school hat, we are selling them at the office for $12. Please go and see Cheryl and
Katie to purchase one.
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Please Note: The Icy Poles and Ice Creams are not placed in the recess order/lunch order bags, to prevent them
from melting against hot food.
On receiving their order, students will have a yellow highlighted item on their recess order/lunch order bags, and
they need to go to the canteen to collect this.
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