The official newsletter of

Derrimut Primary School
Issue 13: Friday 6th September 2019
Our Vision: Derrimut Primary School is proud to be a 'place to grow and thrive'.
We are an inclusive and collaborative community of thinkers and learners.
We strive for excellence so all learners can be the very best that they can be.
Our Values: RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, EXCELLENCE
UPCOMING DATES
September

October



Fri 6th: Year 1 Ceres Excursion



Mon 7th: First Day of Term 4



Mon 9th—Wed 11th: Year 5 Camp



Tues 15th: School Council 6pm



Tues 10th: Prep 2020 Information Evening 5pm—6pm, 
School Council, 6pm



Thurs 12th: 2020 Prep School Tour, 9:15am, Footy
Lunch Special and Footy Colours Day—Come to school
dressed in your favourite footy (or sport) colours for a
gold coin donation.



Wed 18th: Whole School Production 1:30pm, 6:30pm



Thurs 19th: Whole School Production 1:30pm, 6:30pm



Fri 20th: Last day of Term 3—Students finish at 2:15pm

Fri 18th: Showcase 2:30pm in the Gym

Last Day of Term 3
Friday 20th September 2019
Students finish school at 2:15pm
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From the Principal, Joanna Stanford,
We have received our Attitudes to School Survey Data and our NAPLAN results from the department this week and I wanted to
share some major achievements with you all.
As you know, we have worked consistently, in the last 18 months particularly, to improve our indoor and outdoor learning
environments. Research clearly shows that a safe and orderly environment is the foundation to great learning. Our Attitudes to
School Survey completed by our Year 4, 5 and 6 students showed the following improvements:


“Effective Classroom behaviour” increased by 34 percentile ranks



“Managing Bullying” increased by 31 percentile ranks



“Differentiated learning challenge” increased by 40 percentile ranks



“Effective teaching time” increased by 40 percentile ranks



“High expectations for success” increased by 30 percentile ranks



“Student voice and agency” increased by 37 percentile ranks



“No experience of bullying” improved by a whopping 53 percentile ranks



And my favourite, “Advocate at school” improved by 45 percentile ranks

This means, half of our student population think more favourably of our school, the ways in which they interact with each
other, the teachers and learning. I am so grateful to the work of our leadership team, teachers, students, and you, our parents
who support us to be the very best that we can be.
Year 3 and 5 students will be receiving their NAPLAN results shortly. Again we have shown improvement in our NAPLAN results
as a whole school, maintaining an upward trend and receiving the BEST results in the history of the school in a number of
areas! We have met our annual implementation plan targets in the following areas:


Year 3 Reading



Year 3 Writing



Year 3 Numeracy



Year 5 relative Growth in Writing



Year 5 relative Growth in Numeracy

I know you will join me in celebrating the hard work of our teachers and congratulating our students who continue to follow
our School Values of Respect, Responsibility and Excellence.
"Every child deserves a champion; an adult who will never give up on them, who understands the power of connection and
insists that they become the best they can possibly be." Rita f. Pierson: Every kid needs a champion | may 2013
Our Year 3 and Year 5 students head off to camp this week and next week. I know that they will have such wonderful
experiences at both camps. I am looking forward to seeing all the photos on our Facebook page.
2019 Term Dates
On the last day of Term 1,2 and 3 students finish at 2:15pm
On the last day of Term 4 students finish at 1:00pm
TERM 3: Monday 15th July 2019—Friday 20th September 2019
TERM 4: Monday 7th October 2019—Friday 20th December 2019

Daily Timetable
8:50am—9am Students enter community
9am—11am Learning Time
11am—11:30am Recess
11:30am—1:30pm Learning Time
1:30pm—1:45pm Lunch Eating
1:45pm—2:15pm Lunch Time
2:15pm—3:15pm Learning Time

Breakfast Club

Second Hand Uniform

Borrowing Books

Come along to our FREE
Breakfast Club!

Second hand uniform is sold
for $5 per item. Please see the
office to purchase. Cash only.

The Resource Centre is open
for student borrowing on:

Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 8:15am—
8:45am in the Design
Space.
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Uniform Shop

Mondays 3:15am—3:30pm
Thursdays 3:15am—3:30pm

Wednesday mornings at DPS
8:30am—10:30am
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Year 6 Camp 2020

Prep Lost property

A reminder that the deposit for the With swimming completed for
Year 6 2020 Canberra Study Tour is 2019, can you please call into the
gallery space to check for any
due by Friday September 13th.
missing items. We have a large
If you require a note please see
amount of lost property; towels,
your child’s teacher or if you have
socks, underwear and uniform
any questions please contact
items. They are located on the
Narelle.
table in the middle space.
Thank you to those parents who Thank-you Sally, Helen, Marianna,
have already paid their deposit. We Lexie and Erin
are looking forward to creating a
wonderful learning experience for
Book Fair Sales
our 2020 Year 6 students in our
We would like to thank the whole
Nation’s capital.
community for their support in
purchases during our Book Fair this
Facebook
Did you know that almost 850 year. The community contributed a
people follow our DPS Facebook huge $7075 in book sales, which
Page? That is 300 more than just means a whopping $2122.50 for us
two years ago. This forum really in commission. This commission will
helps us feel like we can connect go straight back into purchasing
with you all in a way we never could more books for our classroom
before. Thanks so much to each and libraries.
every one of you who follow our It is so wonderful to see our families
page, for every share, like, and and children purchase such lovely
comment you interact with and for literature and continue to spread
your ongoing support of DPS.
the love of reading from school to
www.facebook.com/DerrimutPS
home!

Best Wishes
As some of you may be aware,
Cheryl was recently involved in a
car accident that was of no fault of
her own. She required surgery for a
broken collarbone and requires
time to rest and recover. She came
to visit today and all of us were very
pleased to see her! Whilst they are
big shoes to fill, we will have
Jasmine joining our team in the
office until Cheryl is well enough to
return. We thank you for your
patience and understanding as we
induct Jasmine into our school and
we wish Cheryl all the very best for
a speedy recovery.
Athletics
Congratulations to all 15 students
who competed in the District
Athletics Carnival on Tuesday 3rd
September. All students did us very
proud and competed well in their
event. Well done to Louisa, Bek,
Krisha, Sulaksh, David, Sanjana and
Bethany who will progress through
to the Division championships early
in Term 4.

Footy Lunch Special
The Footy Lunch Special is on
Thursday 12th September. Students
can also attend school in their
favorite footy (or sport) colours for
a gold coin donation.
Please note: the canteen will be
accepting recess orders but will not
be accepting lunch orders on this
day.
We can’t wait to see everyone's
sport colours on show!
CODE
CAMP
AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAM TERM 4 ANNOUNCED
Our first term of after-school code
camp has been an absolute success
and we are pleased to offer this optional activity again in Term 4. The
course will again run for Year 2-6
students for 8 weeks after school
on Wednesdays for a cost of $260
If you would like your child to
attend please use this link to
register
codecamp.com.au/afterschool
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ENROL NOW
If you have a child starting prep in
2020, enrolment forms are now
available at the office. Please let
families of kinder students know
that forms are available.
2020 Prep School Tours:
Please assemble at the school office,
10 minutes prior to the start
time. Children are welcome.
Thursday 12th September 2019 9:15am

- Old suitcases
- Wheelbarrows
- Steering Wheels
- Baskets
- Portable Seats, gardening mats
- Tubes, guttering, pipes, funnels,
- Large, shallow trays
Please call Jen on 8361 1000 if you
have any connections or ideas to
restock our playpod. Thank you!

DPS Whole School Production

Library News
I’VE GOT 99 PROBLEMS,
Final book club orders should be In
BUT RUNNING AIN’T
by Friday 6th September, to ensure
students receive their orders by the
ONE!
end of term. Any orders after Friday
6th September, will be received in Over 500 tickets have now been
Term 4.
sold for our Whole School
Production. Tickets are still
The Premier’s Reading Challenge
available for purchase via Try
has now closed. Thank you to all
Booking using the link below.
students
and
families
who
participated in the Challenge. https://www.trybooking.com/
Certificates will be given to students BDRBU
in November 2019.

Ticket Prices

DPS COMMUNITY - WE NEED YOUR
Adult $9.00 (18+)
HELP!
Our Playpod equipment is looking
Child $5.00 (Aged 2-17. Children
sad and the company that used to under 2, sitting on their parents lap,
replenish it no longer exists. We are
do not require a ticket. DPS
in search of loose parts to entertain
students attending a night show,
the children and spark their
they are not performing in, must
imaginations! Do you have any
purchase a ticket, due to limited
connections with local tradies,
seating.)
businesses, or warehouses that may
Family $21 (2 Adults, 2 Children)
be able to donate some of the
following items in good (safe)
Please note: each transaction will
condition to the children of DPS?
incur a 2.5% Try Booking
processing fee.
- Logs of different lengths and
widths
- Barrels
- Large spools, cable drums
and reels
- Large pieces of fabric or tarps
- Milk and bread crates
- Wooden pallets
- Tough buckets
- Netting
- Tyres
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CYBERSAFETY and your child
Keeping our kids safe online is
paramount to ensuring respectful
and smart online use. Being aware
of how your child is interacting
online is really important. Engaging
in open communication about the
sites they visit and being honest
about your expectations as parents/
guardians can assist your child in
maintaining responsible and safe
behaviours as they navigate the
internet. We have attached some
information around safe screen
times and recommend you visit
the safety website for extra
support and advice on how best to
support your child. https://
www.esafety.gov.au/parents

ASSEMBLY & SHOWCASE
SCHEDULE
Location: School Gym
Time: 2:30pm—3:15pm
You’re invited to come along to
our Assemblies and Showcases
below.
P-2 Assembly:
25th October - Helen
8th November - Sally
22nd November - Erin
Year 3-6 Assembly:
6th September- Rachael and Jess
1st November – Michael and Narelle
15th November – Monica and
Andrew
29th November-TBA
Showcase—Whole School
13th September
18th October
13th December: 2020 School
Captains/ House Captains
announced
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Medication Policy
Purpose
To explain to parents/carers, students and staff the processes Derrimut Primary School will follow to safely manage the
provision of medication to students while at school or school activities, including camps and excursions.
Scope
This policy applies to the administration of medication to all students. It does not apply to:
the provision of medication for anaphylaxis which is provided for in our school’s Anaphylaxis Policy
the provision of medication for asthma which is provided for in our school’s Asthma Policy
specialised procedures which may be required for complex medical care needs.
Policy
If a student requires medication, Derrimut Primary School encourages parents to arrange for the medication to be taken
outside of school hours. However, Derrimut Primary School understands that students may need to take medication at school
or school activities. To support students to do so safely, Derrimut Primary School will follow the procedures set out in this
policy.
Authority to administer
If a student needs to take medication while at school or at a school activity:


Parents/carers will need to arrange for the student’s treating medical/health practitioner to provide written advice to
the school which details:



the name of the medication required



the dosage amount



the time the medication is to be taken



how the medication is to be taken



the dates the medication is required, or whether it is an ongoing medication



how the medication should be stored.



In most cases, parents/carers should arrange for written advice to be provided in a Medication Authority Form which a
student’s treating medical/health practitioner should complete.



If advice cannot be provided by a student’s medical/health practitioner, the principal (or their nominee) may agree that
written authority can be provided by, or the Medication Authority Form can be completed by a student’s parents/
carers.



The principal may need to consult with parents/carers to clarify written advice and consider student’s individual
preferences regarding medication administration (which may also be provided for in a student’s Student Health
Support Plan).

Parents/carers can contact Cheryl Terris or Katie Shaw for a Medication Authority Form.
Administering medication
Any medication brought to school by a student needs to be clearly labelled with:
the student’s name
the dosage required
the time the medication needs to be administered.
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Parents/carers need to ensure that the medication a student has at school is within its expiry date. If school staff become
aware that the medication a student has at school has expired, they will promptly contact the student’s parents/carers who
will need to arrange for medication within the expiry date to be provided.
If a student needs to take medication at school or a school activity, the principal (or their nominee) will ensure that:
Medication is administered to the student in accordance with the Medication Authority Form so that:


the student receives their correct medication



in the proper dose



via the correct method (for example, inhaled or orally)



at the correct time of day.



A log is kept of medicine administered to a student.

The teacher in charge of a student at the time their medication is required:


is informed that the student needs to receive their medication



if necessary, release the student from class to obtain their medication.

Self-administration
In some cases it may be appropriate for students to self-administer their medication. The principal may consult with parents/
carers and consider advice from the student’s medical/health practitioner to determine whether to allow a student to
self-administer their medication.
If the principal decides to allow a student to self-administer their medication, the principal may require written
acknowledgement from the student’s medical/health practitioner, or the student’s parents/carers that the student will
self-administer their medication.
Storing medication
The principal (or their nominee) will put in place arrangements so that medication is stored:


securely to minimise risk to others



in a place only accessible by staff who are responsible for administering the medication



away from a classroom (unless quick access is required)



away from first aid kits



according to packet instructions, particularly in relation to temperature.

For most students, Derrimut Primary School will store student medication in the First Aid Room.
The principal may decide, in consultation with parents/carers and/or on the advice of a student’s treating medical/health
practitioner:


that the student’s medication should be stored securely in the student’s classroom if quick access might be required



to allow the student to carry their own medication with them, preferably in the original packaging if:



the medication does not have special storage requirements, such as refrigeration



doing so does not create potentially unsafe access to the medication by other students.

Warning
Derrimut Primary School will not:
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in accordance with Department of Education and Training policy, store or administer analgesics such as aspirin and
paracetamol as a standard first aid strategy as they can mask signs and symptoms of serious illness or injury



allow a student to take their first dose of a new medication at school in case of an allergic reaction. This should be done
under the supervision of the student’s parents, carers or health practitioner



allow use of medication by anyone other than the prescribed student except in a life threatening emergency, for
example if a student is having an asthma attack and their own puffer is not readily available.

Medication error
If a student takes medication incorrectly, staff will endeavour to:
Step

Action
If required, follow first aid procedures outlined in the student’s Health Support Plan or other
medical management plan.
Ring the Poisons Information Line, 13 11 26 and give details of the incident and the student.
Act immediately upon their advice, such as calling Triple Zero “000” if advised to do so.
Contact the student’s parents/carers or emergency contact person to notify them of the
medication error and action taken.
Review medication management procedures at the school in light of the incident.

In the case of an emergency, school staff may call Triple Zero “000” for an ambulance at any time.
Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s 4 year review cycle.
This policy was last ratified by School Council in 2019 and will be reviewed in 2023.

40 Lennon Parkway, Derrimut 3030
PO Box 121 Deer Park 3023
W: www.derrimutps.vic.gov.au
F: www.facebook.com/DerrimutPS

T: 8361 1000
F: 8361 1099
E: derrimut.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Parent Portal: https://sentral.derrimutps.vic.edu.au/portal/login

40 Lennon Parkway, Derrimut 3030
PO Box 121 Deer Park 3023
W: www.derrimutps.vic.gov.au
F: www.facebook.com/DerrimutPS

T: 8361 1000
F: 8361 1099
E: derrimut.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Parent Portal: https://sentral.derrimutps.vic.edu.au/portal/login

