
Derrimut Primary School Newsletter

Upcoming Dates:
March
Harmony Week March 21st-25th
Thursday 24th March: Wear Orange with casual 
clothes 
April: 
Friday 1st - School Photos 
Tuesday 5th - 3-6 Athletics Carnival 
Friday 8th: Easter Bunny Visit
Friday 8th - Last day of Term 1: Finish Time 
2.15pm
Tuesday 26th- First day of school 
July: 
MONDAY 18th July - Curriculum Day - 
No school for students 

2022 Term Dates

TERM 1: Monday 31st January 2022 - Thursday 8th April 
2022

TERM 2: Tuesday 26th April 2022 - Friday 24th June 2022 

TERM 3: Monday 11th July 202 - Friday 16th September 
2022 

TERM 4: Monday 3rd October 2022 - Friday 20th December 
2022 

Have you met Victor? 
He is a therapy dog. He 
visits our school every 
Tuesday.  We cannot 

decide who loves him 
the most.



Principal Message
Our first 5 weeks have been wonderful to have our students in their new year levels and grades working together to achieve 
excellence. I am so proud of all of our students and how they have made such a great start to the year.

After a turbulent 2 years, we are working will all of our students to continue to build strong relationships with each other and their  
teachers. We are working on problem solving, resilience, respect, and most of all, always choosing kind. As we continue to wear masks, and 
RAT test, I am grateful for your support to keep our school safe. Please continue the Monday/Thursday testing and please let us know if your 
child or a household member tests positive.

Again, our leaders and  consultants will work to support our teachers to continually improve so that our students do have the best education. I am sure your child comes 
home with stories about the learning that has happened at school

I hope you all enjoyed our information sessions, and that you learned more about your child’s year level expectations and opportunities for growth. If you missed out on 
these, or want to watch these again, they are on our website, under the curriculum tab called “year level Information”.

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th March at 5pm at our School Council. I will send an Webex invitation next week.

I am looking forward to our next 5 weeks of learning together at school and enjoying our rituals of the school year, with one 
of my favourites being a visit from the Easter Bunny. This newsletter also features some community sport. Our children 
have missed our on so many social activities and we want to support our community to get our interested children involved
in activities outside of school.

I am always out at the gates in the morning along with the leadership team, please come and say hi or contact me if you 
have any questions about our school.

Stay safe and kindest regards, 
Joanna



Our 4 Years in Review

Over the next two terms, the leadership team and I will be taking our school through a review process. This 
allows us to reflect on our learning over the last 4 years, and then put in place our Strategic Plan for the next 4 
weeks. 

For this to happen effectively, we have a rigorous process with staff, family and student input.

I will be holding a coffee morning at our new tables in our agora area on Monday 14th March at 9am. This is 
a chance for me to find out from you what you think is going well at our school and areas you would like 
focussed on in the next 4 years. Please email the school email if you would like to attend to allow for catering.

I will also be holding a number of student focus groups to speak with students at all year levels, asking the 
same questions of them. 

I am very excited about this process and know that we will continue to make our school a great school to 
learn. 



Learning in Years 4 and 5

Over the course of Term 1, the Year 4 and 5 Students and Teachers have 
had the privilege of working with our fantastic Literacy Coaches, Terri 
Campbell and Ruth Moodie. Coaching empowers our teachers to 
strengthen their ability to make more effective use of what happens in 
our classroom by building upon their professional practice. 

The Year 5 Students look forward to Terri visiting their classroom 
fortnightly as they are always eager to share how they have been 
improving their word choice and sentence fluency between sessions. 



Our Curriculum Day

Our ES also participated in a professional learning 
day. They learned about the PSD program and how it 
supports students with additional needs. They also 
learned about functional behaviours and the 
strategies to put in place. This means they work out 
what a child’s trigger is before the behaviour is 
evident, and then the strategies that work for each 
individual child. 

On Monday, we continued our learning around 
literacy with our consultants, Terri Campbell and 
Mardi Gorman. Our teachers deepened their 
knowledge about how we differentiate the 
learning for all students in our grade. We learned 
how to support students in both reading and 
writing, using the right approach to guarantee 
learning growth. 



Our SWPBS Shop

Since Week 3, our Whole School Acknowledgement Shop has 
opened to all students across the school. The shop is a place 
where students can spend their PBIS points they have earnt for 
showing our values and expectations from our DPS Behaviour 
Matrix. Students have a range of items they can purchase. Our 
Year 6 Leaders, lead the running of the shop. Items and 
privileges available were decided by the students at DPS. 

“We love how you need 
to show the expectations 

to get rewarded. The 
prizes are what we like 

and what we want.”



MHiPHS- Mental Health in 
Primary Schools

Derrimut Primary school is extremely excited about taking part 

in the Mental Health in Primary Schools Pilot. The pilot is being 

delivered in our school, in partnership with the Murdoch 

Children’s Research Institute (MCRI), Melbourne Graduate 

School of Education (MGSE) and the Department of Education 

and Training. 

The pilot is part of a research project that aims to build the 

capability of Victorian primary schools to better support 

student mental health and wellbeing. 

We are dedicated to ensuring our school is a mentally healthy 

school and all staff and students are able to flourish to both 

academically, socially and emotionally. 



Healthy eating and drinking 
Here at Derrimut Primary School we promote healthy eating and drinking. All students should be coming to school with a 
bottle of water, a piece of fruit (brain food), recess snack and lunch. There are many children coming to the office to get 
additional food as they are still hungry.

Please remember we do not accept drop off lunches. 

Cutting up or 
peeling your 
child’s fruit 
make it quick 
and easy for 
them to eat 

BRAIN FOOD RECESS SNACK LUNCH



LOCAL NEWSLocal Sports



LOCAL NEWSLocal News



Managing Covid 19
Dear Families,

The Department has informed schools to follow the below process, should a student display Covid-19 Symptoms.

The symptoms to watch out for are: Fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss or change in sense of smell 
or taste, some people may also experience headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea. If your child is displaying 
these symptoms, please keep your child at home.

Your child has been Rapid Antigen Tests.

Twice-a-week testing will be strongly recommended for both students and staff. 

The department will supply the tests to our school – you do not need to buy your own.

The department will distribute all kits to schools as early as possible. I will let you know once the test kits are available for collection.  

Students and staff will do the tests at home; they only need to report their result if it is COVID-positive. They must report a COVID-positive result 
to:

·       the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, 
and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms

·        the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre on 1800 675 398. 
Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into 33 languages, is available online.

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-testing-schools


Wearing a Mask at School

All students in Years 
3-6 MUST wear a 
mask to school. It is 
strongly 
recommended that 
students in F-2 also 
wear a mask.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhfQ71G24Pw


Reminders

Thank you to Coles Derrimut for 
supporting our school’s emergency 

lunch program. 

Second Hand Uniform 
Has your child grown out of their school uniform during lockdown and you don’t know what 
to do with it? Donate it to the second hand uniform shop. You can drop off your child's 
outgrown uniform to the front office. All second hand uniform is $5.00.

YMCA - Bookings are now open for our exciting Summer School Holiday Program! 
Incursions and Excursions are back for Summer. Check out our program and book online! 
https://childrensprograms.ymca.org.au/school-holiday-programs/derrimut 

Breakfast Club 2022 - Monday - Friday. If you would like to attend breakfast club, please be 
ready and waiting at the front of the school at 8:30 where a member of staff will come and 
collect your child. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrensprograms.ymca.org.au%2Fschool-holiday-programs%2Fderrimut&data=04%7C01%7CKatie.Shaw%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd593574be562484daaa808d9b067ca62%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637734782089084778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=q58tPcFG1keTA2ezihJR02Bxh24LB1pvdBGU%2B5m6ZmI%3D&reserved=0



